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Paul Holdcroft, Tony Reynords and r got off to a late 6tart, andby the tlue rle got into the cave there lras a sherpa party ahead of us. Thepartlcular Party would not let us pas6, even though r r"." carryrag the tackLe!so we had plenty of tirne to admlre the handlwork of Liao and hLs maEes. Ide foundthe Meanders a piece of cake and nere highry lmpressed by the slze of the placewhen we eventually emerged from the uitton of Aldors into the Grand Galiery.The delays aod hanging about had sapped soue of our enthuslasm, but the slghtsof the Bourgin Eal1 cheered us up and the valk to the Llttle ceneral soon warmedus up too' I'Ie soon located the tackle left by LLam and lt vas not long beforeIre had the piteh rigged and were dorrn lt. hle ftxed a rope by the cascade ofthe Tyrolienne, but found that the one in place already vas quite enough forua to descend ' As lre moved on and lnto the Great nuture Eeap we had somedifflculty ln flnding the best route through the vast boulders, sone or tiJmuch blgger than a house. The sLze of the place was unbelievable. Eventuallywe got to Canp1, recognlsable by a pile of stooes surmounted by a bowl of spentcarblde' Canpl vas surprislngly clean, not at all as bad as ve had been ledto believe froo previous accounts. Eere we dunped our sleeping gear and decidedto have a mea1. r thought that Tony had the iood, but when r asked hin for Lthe thought that r had tt! No food! I.le declded to push oa and passed through theuagniflcent Ea11 of the Thirteen aluost forgetting our worrles about hunger.I'Ie were soon at the Balcony piteh. The two bolts here gave a very bad hang,and we had to have a rubbing point at the top. Paul ,r" ly now feeling verycold and huugry and decided to go back to canpl and wait for us. Tony and rwent dolrn the Balcony aad then fl-xed handllnes for the sllppery slopesfollowiag' I'Jhen se ealle to the vestlbule there was a traverse rope ln to the1eft, so lre fixed our own ln a s11ght1y dlfferent place and traversed aroundto the lef t and dovn. I& had the tackle f or Abelle Cascade, but because rre rrerein dry grots decided to call lt a day as ve had beeu underground for at leastelght hours and the surface was a long way off. Leaving the iackle at the startof the Canalsr HE refilled' our laips lrlth sater aad carblde and started thec1funb out to canpl. Eere we met some of the sherpa tee,ns and managed to scroungea blte to eat before continulng on up the c"oe. The journey out leas uneveutfulunt11 we arrlved at Aldo's where we got blocked again by " "h"tt".ed Sherpa whowas taklng about an hour a pltch! Eventually we managed to pass and surfaced lnthe early mornlng hours. I{e got baek to base camp at about three orclock in themoralng' Eere we regalned conlact lrith Paul who cooked soue soup for us. I{e feltthat we had earned iE!

Th. B""a l"ia p1"".

Up to thts poLnt thlngs had gone accord,lng to the origiaal p1aa. Thecave was equlpped as far as the Vestlbule aad the Sherpa teax.s had ferrledall the gear for the rest of the cave as far as canpr. in addLtlon, most ofthe lnportant caEping equlpment and food, both p*r"orrl- and commu.nal had beendumped at caupl too. The rBottomlngt tean consistlng of Andy Bennett, IauEdsards, LLone1 Horcarth and Dudley Kltchlngr sct off lnEo the cave asplaaned and dropped down rapldly through the tlred ranks of aseendingrorkers' Unfortunately, ln their haste, they raced through the HaIl of theThlrteen and did not see the tackle dr:mp at canpl. Arivlng at the canals,they could Eot ftnd the tackle, and, r."1l"ing thelr horrlble nlstake, hadto cl1nb back uP a vertleal helght equivalent to thaE 1n penygheat pot on thereturn to Canpl to collect lt. Dud lgas stl1l tired frqtr hls drive down sostapd Ehere whilst the others ferrled all the gear dorm to the other slde ofthe Canals. Here, they decided that they had to stop aud retreated to ca6pl.!{eanwhile, various bottomlng partles were on their way dorm expectlng thecave to be rtgged.
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