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RiggLng the Entrance Series:
, (r, Llan Kealy)

The cholce of a teau to r1g the Entrance Serles was slmple. l,Iostpeople wanted a rest before startLng to cave, after the long drlve iown fronvarlous parts of Great BrltaLn, a vLsit to a French Lnn, and an arrn wrestlingcontest at Za.m,. I{e }rere to be a mlxed team. Rachael (ioutve doae vhat Ln myfurry sult!?) Clarke, trro bearded rapecallloas from the orpheus, Brlau Conle andRussell Carter, Mark Faulkner from Somerset, and nysel-i, the only upstaad{ngmeuber anorrg us o

Brlan and I had caved together before so rE did not antlclpate anyadverse clashee of personallty, aelther did we think that the Entrance serlesIgould provlde any uajor problems. Besides, Ilark could.always lead us by the ha1das he had rigged the cave before.

I led most of the team oD a voyage of discovery through the pineforest lrlth e scenlc . trrmLle detourr Bo that ne eventually arrived at theentrance to flnd most of the expedltloo had already assenbLed to rs-lsh us oo o,r.vay' After a lel'surely change, I was aoon at the enErance pitch fixlng the ropeand belng photographed as Lf I were the World's leadlng erponena oI an" "iarAn)nray; ?e t/ere soon alL down, and Russell lifeIlaed ie ,nirtt"t I stood on asprlngy, roEten, 1oose, and generally Easty looklng wooden platform at the topof the RuLz Shaft- Eere, I trled to screw a hangqr Lnto an eitsting anchor ylth
some eonsl'derable difflculty. The anchor had been well placed I suppose, butthe bolt refused to go 14, and an)nray could have done w1th belng arlven tnanother eouple of ulllinetres. Curslag, and mentall-y hoplng that all the aachorsl'ere not going to be like thts, I shook uy hand to control uy nerve endlngsand cluusy flngers, and screwed the bolt ln. A shared bel-ay was then 

".."rrg"dslth aD rln sltut plece of angle Lron and BrLanrs onJ.y tape sltug (I hope tf,athe got I't back!). Eavlng achleved the desired free h""g, I abse1led off that
manky platforu to land some 70 to 80 feet dorn on a bank oi snor.

Ihe orpheus lads caBe next, vith the ladders for the Eoliday Slides,aad proceeded to rlg these rhLlsE Hark and I cut the Rulz rope off the d00ft.leagth lre had to earry. lhere was sooe delay tn rigging these three shortpltches aod the toP ladder tras rearraaged oace the p"iiy ias dorya. tr'ollowingthLs, Briaa entertal.ned us on the Calrn pltch, shilst rle shtvered on the cold,draughty ledge. Brianrs antlcs lnvolved having to lean out on the maln ropeand lnsert a haager ln a bolt on an overhang above his headr,vhLeh was a longstretch for a Iad Ilke hlu.(See the sketch belov.)
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Cairn P.r.l
The object of thls exerelse was to achieve a free hang toabout 25ft, doyn where agaln Briaa had a pLeasaat tlne sittlng ineffectlng a rebelay whl1st listening to our uunbied encouragenents.

$f, cord warer'l Meanders.
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0nce dom, and after refllling our lrater reservoirs in aup a side passage r EE sere off lnto the gloorny conflnes
Beforehaad, rre had heard horrlflc and terrl.fylag aecounts
and tales of rottlng tinbers over vast drops w-tth ya1ls wlde
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