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our struggles wlth the top of tllurricane r and rl,lttle Monke yr donot need to be recounted except to say that our energy was sapped by then. As rreaehed the toP of tlittle'Monkeyt iian shouted, 'Reckon we,ve cracked it nowLen!" frr11 walt untr.l r have the Grand cascade behlnd ne firstr, r thought.As !'e ascended r was aware of the tlme runnlng out for ny ferryrendezvous, and when we eventually l0et up wlth phtl at canp2 , r realLsed that rhad no tlue to saste, so at claudinets r decided to push on a1one, Liam and rinstinctlvely shook hands... "cheers Lenny'... aad re parted, our unlque bond ofa shared experience and mutual 
".rpport suddenly broken. I*e had never cavedtogether before, nor had lle taken p".t In each others plans, preparatlons orexpectatlons, but, for me, Fate had pui two cotrpatlble companlon"'a"g"ii.;-;;= 

"brlef but speclal mo,ent in tine as t;;- paths of our different llves hadcrossed' r pushed on alone rrith mlxed r."ii"f",-i.il"g-ao nove as fast aspos si ble
At canpl John and Brian were ln their borrowed sreeplng bags, asakeand prepared to eacort rne out. rt was now around rldoig;;, so r had a shortrest and the three of us began the return to the "rrif".e. I,tre nade steadyprogress to the bottou of Aldors, and at the top John caught tre up by crinbingthe other rope rlgged alongslde. Eere we parted cor'paay as he prepared to haulup the tackle' r contlnued out steadlly, ny anxtety not to delay Dudley and theothers in the rush for the ferry [""piog my tired 1lnbs moving. Absolutelyelapped out' r arrlved back at th; carpsr*te to flnd that they had struck thetent and packed the car. r changed into dry clothes, shoved try gear 1n the boot,tuobled inco the car and we drove off. wtrai an end, to a fantasrlc trip!

= (tsy Andy lve)

The ctazy thlng is, we actually volunteered for the Job! 0h wel1,!'e won't do lt agaln! After our respective telephoae laylng, and photographictripsr EE gathered our bits and pieces and vhat rsas left of our deternlnation,and headed for the cave at about ap.r. on Frlday evening.An uneventful two hour trip dolrB to Carnpl ias followed by a nlght'ssleep ' r f oo1lsh1y s]-epE la rny rretsuit. . r Elore about that later. Ift. set of ffor the bottoa at about 9a.n. and reached the suup in about three hours. Herese turned back and set to work on the derigglng and ihe probleps cormenced.rHurricanet and tl.Lttle lto"ru!' took alnost six hours l-n total toderig and haul-up-aL1 the gear. The aatn ditficuJ-ty was that the araount of roomat the top of tEurricane' gave no security or grip to the derlgger. rLittl-eMonkeyt, interesting at the best of tlnes, taxed our brains a blt, but 8111Brooks climbed the traverse ln eplc style aad cleared the pitch conpletely.The rest of us sat aad froze for ssme hours, usiEg space blanketsand/or the 830 polybags w'lth a lanp inside to try and keep lra1'11. pete Eart evenset' fire to his, to shos how warm it was! Eventually tlro people set off outwith rucksacs fu1l" of gear to Camp2. rhe others deiackled the intermedlatepltches and cascades and Jolned then for a brew. The tlne rras noll rop.n. on

warmed and reinvLgorated ;y the brew, lre contlnued towards canprIflEh some folk actlEg as sherpas, some as deriggers, and soEe as both. By thetine that we neared Canpl, ve met another party which had come to help us withthe gear""a Eost welcome sight! I{e all arrlved at Canpl by Za.m. where fiveof us sEaled another night. r set off wlth the other party carryJ.ng gear todunp at Aldots for the next detackllng group. r surfaced at about 6a.o. aadthe others emerged at around nldday. Most of my skln came off !,-ith the rashaad sores brought on by arr allergLc reactlon to neoprene, but oEherwlse wemanaged qulte He1l. Six seens to be the sta{prm number of people for thepartlcular functlon that rre fuIfl11ed. A most enJoyable trip rsas had by all. ,
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