EREWE ELIMBINE AND
POTHOuUNG BLUB

NEWS LETTER DEC, 15863, NO 13

“oloome to another fact filled super interssting Newslatter. 5o that you

cun pet onto the 'goodias® inside quickly, I%11 keep thia introduction short
and briefly give you sone interesting News gleaned fron other sources., News
from C.N.C.C. is that Leck FPell is fully booked for weekends 'till Juna '/,

re very few bookings lef't for the Easegill system, and on Pen-y-Gunent

and Fountain's Fell, over half the pernits for Gingling and Hammer hava Lezn

issucd for 1984, Is it eny wonder that "cowboy' tactics are sometimes uscd

to get into these holes, T think it worth mentioning here, that amyone wanting

= particular Pell or Cave booking should alwaya 'go through' the seerciar

muks sure thet the date required does not clash with any other Club activ

Nathirg can be worse than gatting a Fermit and nobody turning up, thereby
using up a Permit which could have gone to another Club. This has happened
in the past and puts further beokings in jeopardy.

Other News from C.N.C.C. is that the loose boulders at the enterance Lo

Ireby Fell Cavern, reported in Derbyshire Caving Ass. News, has bean stabilise

‘t.

ani is in good order. The lower exit to King Pot is now blocked at the Faraer's

reauest, and the irun ledder at Hensler's Master Caws in G.G., has ecollapaed

but = handline ia in it's place.

h

ws Trom the Derbyshire Caving Asa. is that a fixed ladder is to be

24 in the Mancheater By-Pass route in Easegill, and Top Sink is now

Those of you who have done P.8 recenily couldn't have falled fo notice
the discarded digging material from the 'Eldon dig' which iz now buchiug up

the streanway considersbly. I should think (by the look of all that rubbish)

+hat the diggers have now passed Glant's and can't bs far off Paak Caver

CedOnes.

S ———




Redacted

19th October, 1953.

C.CaP.Ca

Dear sl

Putting pen to paper (at last) I would like to thank all the members
of CulueFuCe for their support and help over the past few years. 1t made
my job as a Chairman that much easier. Uiy thanks to Ralph, a good Secretary,
an old one but a good one; Paul Holderoft for taking o. the Stores, Training
etc.; John Shenton for continuing to do the Treasurer's job (thankless that
it is}; Mick Bd e for doing the raffle over the years; Tony Gamble for dragging
me caving when I didn't want to go - special thanks to Tony for letting me
carry his bag full of wet caving gear cut of UITER HULE and even letting me
hold pis camera on one cccasiony my special thanks to Tony Reynolds for
lesrning to shut up when I was in the chair (I knew if I gave him enoughi bananas
he'd learn). Thaunks Tony alse for dragging me up LOST JUIUNS all those years ago.

I could go on, as all of you know, but cver the years the names and faces
are too numerous. There are many happy memories, many many rough trips, but
I would not have changed it at all. HMost of you know I hold the record for P8
.+ shall continue to improve that record.
Hany many thanks to you all, especially for making me an honerary life member.

Yours sincerely,

i d. helhs

F.8. Comments from llewsletier, July, 1933 - Cavers Trapped for Six Hours.
I know how old Touy Heynoclds is. FPrice negotiable - for information ring A. Walker.



A LIGHT-HEARTED TALE or... NOBOBY KNOWS THE BURBLES ve seeny |

'Oh what a2 day it's been'. I've been spat at, peed on, prodded and poked,
bashed and bumped and had a fairly hairy free-fall descent of a 20f{. pitch
before returning to the van and a %lissful rest. I'm glad I'll not be needed
this afternocn down Manknewer Farm 'cos I've juat about had encugh of guiding
this clumsy load of crettins akout.

The weekend started quite pleasantly. having had 2 comfy ride from Salistury
with me mates, in a Tutonie Rattle Box and thern from the Hunters for the journey
to Wells Hut, I had travelled in an excuse for a Mini with windows that opened
without being open and doors that did net open when cpened.

Saturday, me and me mates get a 1ift in a posh new tranny van to line Barrows,
which marked the point where a good weekend turned bad.

I was man-handled cut of the van by an inconsiderate, kinkily dressed yob and
jammed in this metal fixing in front of him. Then he did not seem surprised when,
after stuffing my guts full and dropping me in a puddle, I burped 'cos he just
sparked-off the sequence of evenis that I'll relate to you now.

After the lads had shifted a caraven or two, paid the farmer and locked up, we
all plodded across the field for the first grovel of the day down the entrance of
Nine Barrows where I spied 2 nice pair while washing the muck off her hands in
the small pool. Quite an enjoyable trip teo the chamber and, if I might te szo
bold, expertly guided by yours tmly.

4t the chamber, it was decided to continue down o the fer dig., The roun
lady in the pariy led this section, guided by her current new fanzled box of
tricks. We followed down this tight tube where, unfortunately, my noss zot
rubbed in the grct, so exit one cave guide, AgZain, I was man-handled te this
bloke behind, who immediately diagnosed my problem - cangestion of the rasal

passage.

Ingtinctively, by the vindictive glint in this blokes eye. I knew what was
coming as he collected a mouth full of lukewarm spit. I laid back with
thoughts of England or Ingrid and waited as he puckered his lips. Then, I
tensed 2s he - but it never came "cos when I looked round. I could see that
my man had got the full broadside right in the eyeball. Everyone curled up
and laughed. I had a good giggle too until that bloke started shooting spit
at me like a sub-machine gun, prodding my hooter, he was, at the same time.

Juddenly, my airway was clear, I could let off steam Wwut the fun, games and
fireworks did not end there as that bloke was locking down on my head - with
nis 'smelly' still alight, It had to come, I 2culé not stand it anymore, I
sxpleded with rage when his flame got too close %o my head and then the lauszh
was all mine when he l2apt back in surprise, banging his head on the ceiling
of the cave.

Anyway, I was reinstated back to my rightful position of cavers guide. 'We
rroceeded out of the dig, back past the chamber but as I was zpproaching the

short scramble over the boulder ruckle, I started gettiirg thirstier and thirtier,
Total dehydration socon followed. I was speedily removed from my stance, mut

on the celd, damp cave floor and then subjected %o the most degrading treatpensy
one could imagine, as because there was no water in that part of the cave,

he » » +» well , . ., used what natural resources were available and , . , er ., . .



well , . . Yer know . . . peed on my head!

I quickly showed a spark of life, although the thought of all that second
hand beer and stuff now inside me gave my stomach a wierd gassed-up feeling.
I led the way out without further incident and was overjoyed when a rest was
callzd near the entrance to Sludge Fit as HIS lamp was now suffering.

Put ectasy was short-lived as the ladder was grabbed. We, me and my man,
entered the hole, leaving HIM to sort out his problem lamp.

Down into the pitch black depths we grovelled, finding the five foet drop to
the larger pessage lsading onto the ladder anchor point (a pipe), then down
onto 2 small ledge where the ladder we2s uncoiled and secured o the pirpe.

The ladder was then checked to see that it was hanging correcily znd then,
while holding onto the pipe, he lcoked down to make sure it wasn't caught
before he started to climb down.

Next poment, I was emulating a falling brick as me and the helmet had
simulataneoulsy departed from him to find curselves hurtling earthwards
together at an alarming pace. Luckily the old helmet bore the brunt of the
fall tut I could imagine the poor thing moaning softly as he lay beside me
assessing his bruised state.

My man was in dead lumber now as he had either to wait at the top of the 20f%.
pitch for his mates to come in or to find his own way back out without both

helmet and lights,

T eould hear hic groving along the passage after he had scrambled o the top
aof the ladder pitch, There followed a few moments of swearing and cursing as
he tried to find the final lensgth of passage high on his right-hand side. In
time, the sounds faded into the distance as he slowly made his way to the
entrance.

I lay on that cold floor for somewhile after his departure before hearing any
new sounds., My nose was punged up sgain and had gone quite cold. Thrashing
about ncises penetrated my thoushts zs the sound of two people returning %o
the ladder pitch (with only one light though?) travelled down to us two
miseraple sculs,

The lighted man descended the pitch, then shouted up to his mate (who, I later
recognised to be my man) to tell him that I had been found., He carried me slowly
down to the sm=ll pool to attend to my needs and by the time his mate had

arrived after descending the pitch in total darkness and tripping over

rumerous boulders. I was feeling quite light-headed again.

1 had haéd encugh by this time, as had my man, so we Ho%h returned tc the surface
where the sun was shining brightly, so I was nc longer needed.

Everyone made their way tack to the van and I breathed a sigh of relief as the
contents of my guts emptied into a polythene bag.

My grandad never had days like this wnhen he was working for Ilorence cn the
wards. It certainly is a hard 1ift for a carbide lamp so be nice to a smelly

friend today.

0.5 taf'fl,



FHOTOGRAFHIC COMPETITION 1983,

At the last meeting (November) it was agreed to hold a photograrphic
competition, to be judged at the amnual tnO* at the Biddulph Arms in February,
The competition is open to all members and entries can be either prints or
alides. The nusber of entries per member is restricted to five, and these
should be given to Ralph, together with an entrance fee of 50p, {or 10p per
ensry ). This competition, we hope will become an annual event, but for this
first one prints or slides of amy vintage will be accepted.

Tha prize for the winner will be an enlarged, framed print of the winning
entry, with the winner's name on, We are hoping to be allowed to hang the
print in the meeting rcom of the 'Bleeding Wolf",

BLAST FROM THE PAST, or A WALK DOWN MEMMORY LANE SWALLET,

#hen I had decided to do & 'Blast from the Past' in this issue of NEWSLETTER,
I+houcht it would be interesting to take from an old log hook, a trip down
Giant's in the pre=blasted days, however while I was looking T found an old
Newspaper outting which will jog the memmeries of the plder cavers, and give
us younger, more hairy cavers an insight into what caving was like in the

imnediate post-war years,

JICLE, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1959.

Potholers forced up after
" nine hours underground

[}{'-n:.emhl‘! of the Crewe untll there Is an air space), caly at
Cave and Pothole Club (J. ﬁ“mﬂ:;:? there are twa dams instead

John:nn B. Grifiths, M. Scett, In Aames

J. Shires, M. Potts and" M, With everybody's aliention on the
g:hm:l:] descended  Giant's gams, it was q_'u.l'r.e 8 shock when a foud

nle, Castletan, qn Baturday. Ill'l'l.e.n. expioslon w heard, The startied
the sump or Dl-ﬂl,fl mn-hlppadmnndmauwhnm
reached, water hn;! to be balrd over happening and saw one of thelr
conerete dams or two hours unlll s number holding out his hand appar-
walr apace formed between the roof and  ently engulfed in flames. He dropped
the waler. t was In his hand into e wate,

‘A four or fSve-lnch alr space finally which doussd the Aames.
uppmmimdu Poits dived through,  What had wis that his

fallowed b% the other five. poetylens lamp generated 100 |

Anﬂ'nahnrthn.il. tanmnphntu-g-rm for the jet, with the
graphs the cawvers forward, result that the Inflamable gas escaped |
down a 35-fool watl ll and along the from everywhere passihle, eausing an
Great Rift Passage for & guarter of @ explosion  These éxplosions are qulle
mile untll & n was reached—a common  with ﬂ'lh type of lamp, yet
scun-toversd Ipool where Lhe cave they are used By cavers more Lhan any
roof is submerged by the roaring river. other

Tne cave st this polot npimta The der, sl thiz palnt, .decided
develops into n maze and it was with net to continue with the exploration,
some difficulty that the h,r-pl.n to this s the three cavers, without waicrproal

syphon was found. m is & sults, were fesling the eflecis of the
tl.um-el some 50 grard.i long, with ecold. The party reached ihe surface
water. and the idea is the some as &l al 10 pm., after belng nine hoora
the frst swop (o bail over the dams underground.

. > P —
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A SAFER METHOD OF BELAYING OR LIFELINING - THE ITALIAN HITCH

The conventional waist belay is really guite complicated and as practiced
by most cuvers leaves much to be desired. The drawbacks to this technigue
or your own (lack of?) technique are best illustrated Lh holding a fall
(resl or practice).

1f the waist belay is applied correctlylit is &till quite difficult to
hold a fall when there is more than a small amount of sluck rupu’aﬁpcciully
with B8 heavy person. Lowering off caen be painful, egain particularly with a
heavy perscn. The main problem is that the load comes directly on to the
The belayer could be pulled down the pitch, or pulled off

belay person.
his stance and let go of the rope. If the fall is held,the belay person

is &till held into the éystem and is unable to move away 1f necessary, without
fairly elaborate procedures.

To sum up, the waist belay iz at its best when not actually needed, when
it comes to actually holding a fall it is not very satisfactory, on the plus
side it can be used to give some assistance to the climbing caver,

The Italian Hitch has several advantages over the waist belay particularly
if tied directly to an anchor point.

a) easy to hold a fall even with a very heavy person or with a lot of slack

ropa,
b) eusy to lower & person or lock off the rope and allow the belayer to

escape from the safety chain.
¢) No strain on the belayer,

d) Less to go wrong {(i.e. less to remember to do correctly) if tied to s good
anchor point with a large karabiner,

The main dieadvantages are (a) that it is not as easy to give a good pull,
but this can be done by a second person (belayed) in front of the Italian Hitch.
b) The rope becomes twisted, but this can be minimised by user skill.

The Italian Hitch is unsuitable for 3 strand, stiff, or polypropylene ropes

- but a Fig of & descender can be substituted for the Italian Hitch in these

cuses and used in & similar fashion.



use ofF Tilg ITALTAN HITCH FUR BELAYING OR MMERGELRCY ABSELLING

Foram like & pair of plusses with one rope behind and one in [ront of

T¥1kG THE ELUT
the horizentanl. FPut the locops together into & LAKGE karsbiner to complete the

Itulian .itch. :
@ The knot is very eosy to reccgnise: it &vWings
over the karabiner and reverses itself il the
” . rope is pulled alternately at one end then the

other. This reversal is & necessary function

of the knot, s0 & large karabiner is essential,

BELAYING The knot works by friction of rope running over & moving rope and

sround the karabiner, it is very sffective in holding falls. The korabiner is

ideally fastened to a very good anchor peint at shoulder level, or less satisfactorily

can be fastened to the harness providing you are well belayed.

rness fne rope 1s "fed" around the
karabiner whether paying out or
teking in. If there is a fall
the knot automatically assumes the
correcl position, 4nd it is easy
! to lower.

LOCKING CFF The Itulian Hiteh ean be locked off with a

nulf hitch (tske care not to trap fingers) and relensed

under loed.
A second half hitch can be added for security.

Loade
Hope
CHE WAY LOCKING KNOT The Italian Hitch can be Emergency Abseil
used as an improvised abseiling is
1 Original jammer. Start with the probably best
P 5 a1 .
T Ttulian  knot in the "taking in" resiricted to
e . Hiteh
_Arabiner position and insert an emergency use
extra karabiner tc prevent only, because
the knot reversing. Where the rope
to put the extra karnbiner? — becumes
Remember the loaded rupe Geverely
Lf*d”d Eoes over two karabiners. kKinked.
RHope

lpsert the extra one
behind the Italian hiteh
karabiner.

The Ituliun hitch i6 unsuitable for J=3Strand, stiff or polypropylene ropee., '7



COMMUNICATIONS FOR EXPEDITIONS . PART ™ 1

Having read the ridiculous attempt at underground to surface communication
by the wuthor of 'Flanning & suecessful Expedition o Axe Hole'(see previous
Newslatter) using carrier pidgeons fitted with Oldhams, I decided that an
intellectual approach was all that was required, so despite a certain degree
of brain damage dus to inadequate diets during and immediately following the
war years, the '"Think Tank' (of'ten rechristenad the 'Stink Tank' by jealous
rivals wzuzlly found amangst the lower ranks) uuml_:-rising of our reversd and
elderly stateaman was commissioned to solve the problem, Fortunataly the
brain drain had no%t depleted their numbers to any appreciable sxtent, but
perfornance had noticeably deteriorated with the arrivel of a multitude of
J.0th, birthdays ( celebratedseveral times by somell ) and with the falling
of hair. No doubt this dacreased heir activity has been caused by inadagate
blood supply to the brain, due to hardeming of the arterdies as a result of
aleohol poisoning and to a reduced inner brain temperature caused byinadequate
insul=%ion between sealp and atmosphere, Certain younger members have been
xnown o capltalise on thizs particuler handicap and a black market in head
protection began to flourish on a particular foreign expedition, Personally
at this point T would like to register my objections to this particular form
of exploitation of the less able.

However, back to the main point of this article, communications, The Oldham
idea was obviocusly doomed to failure due to the weight of tha batiary and the
Aifficulty in getting the correct zize of helmet, (Caving Supplias were
gLoroached bub Phil Brown was doubtful of the commercial value of stocking

nelmet= of this size,) The prototype system invelved equipping the birds with

a szcond hand "Jones Lighting System' minus the "Willy warmer " as this was
thoushit unnecessary, since not even male pidgeons are equipped with the regired
appendage.(These lamps can usually be bought cheseply from the designer or
even exchanged for a small guantity of Ruddles County,) Unfortunately, dus

to wiring difficulties the "willy warmer" wire coil had to remain in place,
causing thes birds difficulties on starless nights since the coil producsd a
macnetic fleld cancelling out the Earth's magnetiec field; thus making
navigation impossible.Even on clear nights or sunny days when i’:iﬂgeons revert
to nowial teshniques (for pidgeons that is) the peaked helmets caused Purther
problens by shading the bird's eyes and when the peak was removed the bright
light scemed to confuse the birds, who seemed to find difficulty in disting-

wishing artifieial light from sunlight or starlight, Fidgeons weren't the
answer,

A nuaber of other animals with homing instincts were considered, buteach
tize the age old problem of lighting reared it's uzly head. The solution
finolly came during the wonthly commitee meeting, held on ths geriatric ward,

BATS



linfortunately British Bats are protected by law, so it became necesszry
to import foreign specimens from a dubious source in Transylvania, These
arrived in an odd-shaped wooden containsr, which has alrsady proved useful
as a containar for carrying bulky equipment and doubling up as a comfortable
'hivyy' should the need arise. I'm sure that the more intelligent amongat
you will already have spotted the flaw =-- Bats don't "Home" , This was
overcoae by an extensive course of conditioning, (refered to as brain-washing
by some authars) The idea was to persuade the bats to return to the desired
ronst each time they were releasad, The wooden box was mnade more attractive
by the addition of a red welvet lining, and a number of experiments proved
tha ideal food to be & mixture of pig-pudding and liquified raw liver.
Despite repeated attempts to fleed the animals on proprietory bat food con-
sisting of bed bugs (SWCC) ani cockroaches (0CC) they seemed disinterested
in anything but the evil-looking oconcoction supplied by the loozl abbatoeir.
The conditioninz worked mell, it was only necessary to relesse the bats un-
dergroand.(They seemed to work best aftsr dusk, becoming inoperative round
about dawn, which fortunately colncides with one of the "dry' periocds mant-
ioned in the previous article, With the attached massage tha bat will then

ly to the open woodsn ocontainer, placed closs to the cave entsrancs,

ejulrped with an adequate supply of pig-pudding ete.

The system has not been without it's teething problems and ome of these
seams to be the quality of operator, So far all those involved have disapp-
gared without trace during their first mission, no doubt the attraction of

the bright lights of Buxton have proved too strong, but at lsast the bat
population appears to be increasing despite sasurances that all those supplied

had been neutered.No doubt these wminor problems will be solved before the

next issus, J.R.Johnson.

FPOR SALE
The ideal Parry pet for Xmas, Ring CCPC ofo S=i-T
guantity of small caving helmets. Apply.

Onz "Jones Lighting Systen' Name and address supplied.
WANTED
Experiencad bat opsrators, Ring N'Castle 666.
LOST
Forty seven experiesncad cavers, Contect, 7o oudnk, L owisory Fual S0P,

*+ Piitor's note, Due to great age of the auther of the above article, it was
decided to use the 'old english' spelling of PIGEON, hence PIDGECN,



WP, 7ii%h. DEC. CRO, Mosting. (Guaranteed to oure sleeplessness.)
SUN. 18th, DEC, 5t, Cuthbert's

SUN, 8th. JAN. Marble Steps. Ireby Fell.

MON. 9th. JAI. CCPC. AGH,

SUN. 29th, JAN., Swinsto, Simpson's ete,

SAT. 11th, FEB, Agen Allwedi, (Provisional date only.,)

SAT, 1E6th, FEB. CCPC. Annual 'do' PBiddulph Ams.

34T. 25th, FEB. Rescue Practica,

SUN, 4th. MAR, Niek FPot, Diccan, Alun etc.

SN, 11th. MAR. Lancaster Hole,

SUN, 25th, MAR, Juniper Gulf, Long Churn.

SAT. 7th. AFR. Touth Course. Ilam,

SUN,. 15th, AFR, Meregill, Black Shiver, Tatham Wife,

SN, 29th. AFR. Grange Rig to Xmas.

SUM, 6th, MAY, G.G etec,

SUN 10th. JUNE, Dow - Providence.

SAT. SUM. 14/15th JULY. Dan-yr-Ogof. (Provisional date only)

John Gillett is going to S.Wales on Sat. 17th Deo. and anyone wanting to do
OFD. 1 — 2. should contact John.

On the 29th. Peb, 1984 Mr. Jerry Woolridge, F.R.P.5. is giving a talk to thz
Stpke—on=Trent Camera Club entitled "Wonderful World of Caves®, Described as
a Caving show including, equipment, prints, slides and a hologram, The venue

is, Tawnsy House, Webberley Lans, Longton, None membars can attend.

AMENDMENTS TO MEMBERS LIST.

Zig Wezasek , Home Tel. Redacted

05T

Bottle, Peak Cavern, Reward, Apply.
WANTED

Experienced (middle aged ) leader for attempt on Mess Chamber, Experiesnce in
Nursery/ school/playgroup an advantage. Apply.
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