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THE CLUB 'DO*

Kost of the comments about the '"Club Do' heve so far been pomplimerntsry. In
my opirdon, anycne who Aidn't make it, missed a good night out, so haock it down
in your diary for next year, The [loor show englncered by that "plght pair’
(lewsletter Feb.8,:) Phil and Kevin was sxcellent, despite belng "near the kruckla®
(rumour hes it they'pe auditioning for TW TW T™WY) and the Wally awards had un
srxcellent standard of entry, with Phil's 'Berger evacuation' gaining mest points
or. the clapometer, narrowly followed by Ziggy's "rescue in Knotlow', FPinally I
would like to thank our resident Difeompargfringmaste:fwc Cliff Jenes for sterling

e

gervice. I you have any suggestionz for 1985, thay'll be most welcoma and ij

ol
e

can 'deo a turn' "

TATINTE A
J ..E -t OHKS LN .

PHOTOGRAPHIC CCMPETITICH

FR N

Thaenks to &1l those who tock part in this competition which was Jjudged =t the

'elub do' in Pebruery. The standard of entries was high, the winner by a narrow
margin being Mel Bratt with = slide of C.J at the Columns {0FD). Anyone with
suggestions for improving this competition should submit idess to ALAN SCRAGE
has agreed to collect, analyse and publish suggestions, This competition will
hopefully become an annual event,so den't leave it teo late =— [o it naw.

Peas on your susgestiona either in person or in writing.

WINNATS HEAD CAVE

)

It has been stated that rescue from Fgx Chasber is now impossible, and there

ere rumours about the cave entrance to be blocked permanentlytl




CET KNOTTED !!

(A abreviated version of a recent article in Cavas and ﬁnving.}
Por 'attachment knois' the strongest are Fig.8 and Fig,.9, Contrary to populer

belief the bowline is particularly poor. The Fig.8 and Fig.S are less good when

used other than in an ‘Yend' situwstion.

Tn the above diagram, should the bolt fail then the Fig.8 at this point will
nc longer be loaded along it's mein axis je, an 'end' knot, but will becone a

niddle knot, and the rope will be much weaker at this polnt. MORAL -- aveid this

aituation by always using "Y' anclhors.

L-“":\
in <he abhove ilagram 3 {Powline or Pip.83 on the bisht) is bettar than 4 sines
in 4 thz Pig.8 or® on th: larpe loop is Lasicnlly & 'middle' knot,
How vhabh hesrens in 3 10 ouweod e Solf falls 7 In the ciie ol g T

" % 2an rothing wnexpeoted happena, With a bowline on the bight, it depends
on how “he knot is tied!! Sometimes the loop slips back into the knot abzorbing
ouck of the energy of the fall, thus being stronger, BUT it depends how the knot
15 tied, Personaly I would go for the Fig.2.

Now for a 'new' concept (unless of course you're old emough to remember the

Tarbuek lknot!) A shock absorbing knot can help considerably.

s e 2

In the above diegras, should the bolt fail (B) then the loop of rope (L) can

absorb the energy , 1f soy o butterfly kmot is used., You can't of course use thae

traversa line to hang on, since the butterfly knot will slip, but it does help

i# you fall onto the traverse lines——- think about it?
PS. Having been weened on shock absorbing knots sueh as the Tarbuck knot,I am

putting together some ideas of my own for cosideration by Dave Elliot. I'1ll let you

know .
the outoome J R, JOHNSON &




COMPLATNT

Daar Editor,
May I complain zbout the objeeticnable insinuation that females

employed by H.H., Gevernment in the armed forces (particularly the Navy) are of
low intelligence as portrayed in your 'problem page' of your Pebruary issue.

I alsc take expeption to the term "Nawval fluff!, _ _
G.P.0. Wygeins W.R.N.3.

Hello Sailer,

The article refered to Navel fluff not Naval fluff,

Ed.

COING GOING GONE

Some people have snid, end I would not disagree, that the Mayday Bank holiday
meetinz was the best thay have ever attended. Although the attendance was lower
than ususl (where was Tony Reynolds) I'm sure those who were present will arree
it went very wakl. The agenda was dealt with very quiockly, but for the life of
me I can't remember one single itsm, I should add here that I lost my bit of
paper on which I was taxlng notes, and all those people who asked me to book
certaln ocaves should approach me again ---— before I oil my neck this time. After
the meeting praoper, wa held an impromptu anction, Alan Walker, recently retirsi,
had sent salong some gear which he wanted to dispose eof'., Krabs, tapea, helmets and
belt, along with various other bits and pieces all went '"under the hammer', Mostl
people were happy with what they managed to successfully bid for, and Alan Walker
became £LC better off, (he originally wanted £25 for the lot) . Peaple with gear
tp sell , take note.

Also on auvetion was a collection of photographs recently taken in Yorkshire,
and the proceeds of these wers for club funds. Fhotograph KO.1 went to Fhil
¥erzden, whose final bid of one new tackle bag, secured him a black and white print
of his own face. Photograph No.2, in a sealsd plain envelope, also went tc Phil
(what's this I've got in my hand) Marsden, for a paltry £2. (I think psople took

pity on Phil, whoss inability to tell his **** from his face must put his reputation
as & hard ? caver nt risk.) Fhotograph No.3 af'ter some hard vidding, went to Puul
Shenton for £5, and although the print was once again in a sealed plain envelopa,
most peorle knew what it showed., Photegraph Neo.k which was elso in & aealed plain
SEE-THROUGH envelope was acuired by yours truly for £5.05, and I can only summize
that the people who saw it before-hand thought it worth no less.

Finelly a message for Paul Holderof't, your'e a marked man, you'll get vours --

IN A SELALED PLATN ENVELOFPEILT
C.Jones,




IS THIS A RECORD.

Ralpk's story —== :

This particular "dig" began in about 1957 when two intrepid
teenagers, clad in layers of wooly pullies and armed with a couple of medified
bieycle lamps end & home-made wood and hemp ladder, set off for théir new find in
Giant's Hole. In thoge days you couldn't get into it if the weather wus bad,
firstly there was a duck about 50m. in which threatened to drown anyone atterpting
to exit against the currant, and secondly, the first sump had to be bailed, This
took thres men mbout two hours sinee they had to move about 5000 gallons of water -
I counted several timesli If the rain had been heavy the previous weeic the wuter
runring in just about equalled the bailing rate, Even in dry weather one always had
to bear in nmind the possibility of heavy rain filling the sump before you returned
or the likelyhood of soweons letting the bungs out of the damall

Anyway = back to @y story. On one of our aborted sessions on the way cut as
noticed a stream coming out of the laft hand wall, just bsfore Pillar Crawl.(Pillaur
Crawl dissappeared years ago). An awkward climb landed us in & tipght upward sloping
passage with a2 tighter rizht hand bend., After some difficulty we arrived 1n an =zven
from which the water appearsd, With cur paltry lights we could hardly see esach other
let zlone the ton through the torrent of water, so we went home. (Me on my bice)

& courle of weeks later there we were, Nike Scott and myself, bak in the aven
with the sum tétal of twe bits of ametal called pitona, cne coal hammer, two ladders
end & couple of kxrabs, Af'ter = few feat I decidad that discretion wus the hatter
pert of wvalour so I handed Mike the hammer and remaining pog , and he continued
upwerds by standing on onc ledder fastened to a peg, before planting the secnnd peg
higher for the next ladder, transfering to the new ladder before removing the lower
peg. Now this might sound =stupid in this different age but these pegs had coat us
around 2/9 each (thats about 14p in'new' money!) and being skint, it's all we could
afford, also we didn"t poszsess any lif'elines!

Eventually Mike reached about 20' while I shivered below. Suddenly = 'ping' was
followed by 2 brief ory as the top peg came out sending Mike back in the dirsction
he had come, leaving his finzernails behind as he clawed at .tl; rock in an attempt
to arrest his fall. Luckily for him (but not for me) his fall was broken by yours
truly. 3

leedless Lo say we were somewhat disencoursged by our lack of sucesz, so nursing

our wounda, we exited to our club hut (the imfamous hen cote at Rowter Farm) leaving
A trail of blopd to mark our routa,

.

L ] - r ]
K.3. Ve never went back, but in the early 703 the notorious Rob Heath accompenied

by Tony R. (Juws) had & look but their attentions were diverted to "Hob's 112" which

held the previcus "dig record'.
How Phil 2nd Kev. take up the story.

J R, Johnson,




Kevin's story —-——
Ralph came running up to Phil and.I, all e%gitad telling us

about thls new 'dig' that he had found. Fhil and T were not very enthusiastic at all

but then Ralph told us about the last time he visited this passage down Fiant's lHole,
They got 20' up this aven using pitons, but as the piton came out, they saw a sign
post at the top of the aven which said "Jackpot 1 mile" but only for young men. Se
Ralph and his friend retreated from the passage lmowing they were too old for this
type of adventura, because back in 1957 Ralph was 43 years old, and so never reiurned
+p the aven to retrieve his piton.

Thiz is where the adventurous Phil and I stepped in. We decided to unravel this
25 year old mystery, so we sat down at our drawing table for daya on end, devising =
plan of action. In the end we decided not to use pitons, but %o use scaling poles.
So one cold frosty Saturday morming we went to Giant's (in cars this time, not on
bicycles) with 30" eof scaling poles sticking out of the boot, We drove up to the farm
house and gave the farmer 45p each, the farmer went into the backroom and fetched his
shotzun and politely asked us for 90p each, so0 we told him that we were orly going in
Giant's and not coming out as we knew where the connection to Jeckpot was. A4t this

he began to lead his shotgun, so we shoved £1.80 into his hand and ran off. We entersd
the cave with a ruclsack each and the scaling poles and made our wey to small passage
that Ralph had described. Full of excitement I climbed up to the crawl, with the help
of & bunk-up from Fhil (thanks Phil), I went 5' up the crusl and came back. Phil asked
if I had reached the aven and I answered "I'm not going up that crawl" zand climbed

back down again., Fhil then entered the crawl only to return a few minutes later to tell
me that his "posh' petzyl helmet would not fit through the squeeze , 30 I gave hizn mine
because mine is a lot smaller (due to the fact his head is a lot biggerl) Phil vanished
back up the crawl and a few minutes later shouted back that hes had reached the aven,

So I built up my courage again and started up the erawl, only to find that I now had
Phil's big cumbersome helmet, which I had to take off and push in front of me. Phil
started to laugh as I reached a 45° bend and couldn't push the helmet round, so he

came back and took it ofT me, T finally reached the aven and Fhil pointed to Ralph's
piton, still there af'ter 27 years.

Phil chimnied up the aven to see where to put a bolt and returned, and I then
climbed up to the piton and fastened a repe to it and tied qysélf od, I knew the piton
would still be safe after 27 years, especially as Ralph had put it in, I dangled for
about half an hour putting in the bolt, but if you ask Phil he will probebly szy it
was more like 2% hours, but I should know, shouldn't I. I attached the rope and ladder
to the bolt and abseilsd to a shivering Phil, blue with cold, I made him sit on his
carbide lamp to get warm, and once he wasa and realized he was sitting on his lamp ha
shot up the ladder and put the next bolt in, in 5 minutes flatl! We rapeated this

proceedure for about 3 hours and although I was unaffected Phil got exposure & times
weiting for me, so we called it a day.

continued, .... -5;
[




The next day Phil and T returned to Giant's with Paul Holderoft , o help us with
the bolting. We had decided to remove Ralph's piton and make it into the eclub "Wally
hward" (already mentioned),gnd while Paul was doing this Phil had placed another bolt.
Once the ladder was attached to this bolt Phil was able to enter & pessage similar to
Crab Walk, but which clossed down to a squeese after 4 feet, and only by breathing cut
and pushing hard was he able te enter the chamber beyond., A small stream ran through
the 6' high chamber but the only way on was a 3"square hole , admitedly heading towards
Jeckpot, but even Phil who is, as we ell know = all skin and bone, cgould gu no further,
He returned to the foot of the aven and asked Paul and me to 'have a look', Paul went
firat, took one look at the first squeeze, and came back, telling Phil he was "bloody
daft" for going through that. I climbed the ladder but did not even attempt the squeeze
"ploody daft" was right. I unclipped the ladder and absellsd dewn to Phil and Paul and
we made our way autl,... straight te the nearest pub,

Kevin Nountford.

EQUIPMENT NEWS

To aid future rescues the foot of the stretcher will be labelled 'FQOT' (the end
with the boots on goes here - Kevin please note) and the head of the stretcher will
be labelled 'HEAD' (thats the end with the helmet eyes ete, ete.). This will avoid
confusion for Team G. and will minimise chest fractures on the "victim"ll

S.M.D.C. SPORTSWEER

The organiser {ie. the barman at the Apnual "Dp') has asked if we will help with
the above event, which takes place in Biddulph on Sat. ﬁ‘. June, I suggested an
"indoor displey” (gear, photograchs, posters etc.) and a prusiking, ladder, abseil
tower. We have also been offered a 100' high crane jibi! We will need at least 8
people to attend on the day so please give your name %o Ralph if you can help.

J,H .Jﬂh.[lﬂ-ﬂna

G.C.P,C T.¥ STARS

Mgst of you will have seen Sid Perou's film of the Gaping Gi11/Ingleborough connection
recently on television, but how many of you spotted CLiff, Melv, Kev and Mick Farnell
in the film, If you blinked at the wrong time you will have missed them.




BELAYE FCOR 5.R.T.

Some months ago I wrote an article on bolts for E'RT, i‘art*.mat'él;.r most of the
points covered are now standard practice but one aspect, which is most important,
seems to be regularly overlooked. SRT ropes are low stretch and nct designed to teke
2 & dynamic load (fall). TiHey should never be subjscted
A to a fall faotor of greater than ‘:a (10%). This can
readily be culcula.t;aﬂ. using the formula:~

Fall Factor = Height Fallen
Length of Rope.

For example - if a caver was clipped into the
intermediate balt "B' or was close to it when it falled
then he would fall 1m. (It is impracticel to leave a

'B‘ x= loop of less than im, and frequently the loop is mueh
Lm. longer - Don't forget you fall twice the lensth of
- the rupe.) If the distance A -B was 9m, then the fs11

factor would be 5 ie. the limit of safety. Any shorber
and the rope (or bolt) would break.

In practical teras a) If you were doing Mandale, the intermediate bolt is about
60m. from the main belay, so even with s im. leop (2m. fall)
the fall factor would be 3; - well within safety limits.

b) If you were doing Nettle and used the intermediate anchor
3p, balow the Sentry Box, with a Zm, loop you would fall 1m,

on a 4m, rope ie, fall f‘a.ctor-l:-‘ , the ropefbelay ete. would
fail.
In simple terms a) Keep your loops small, but don't forget your mate il he's
wearing a roller bex!! (and if you don't savvy, thsn ask
Tory R. to recount his epic on Deaths Head,)

®) If you are within 10m, of your main anchor treat the
intermediate bolt as a main anchor ie, put two in.

J.R.Johnaon,

o ——— e

MISSING.

Come on - own up, who's got the club copy of Cavea and Caving No. 15
and Ralph's Descents No's 49 and Bk.



C.C.P.C, "LIERARY"

Some time ago, in a moment of weakness, Ralph nffererl to publicisethe sentents
of the club "library". Well here's the first edition, a list of BORA "Transactlons™
"Bulletins® and "Cave scisnces", For the normal caver with miniscule brain thess
tend to be a bit high-powered (to put it nildly) so the list includes details of

anything of special interest to the average 'thickie'.

T.DEC '74 Ropes in SRT. (extract)

B NOV '76 Swildons. W Stream Passage
T.DEC '76 New Guinea

B.FEB '"77 Forest of Dean

B.HNOV "77 SRT ropes

B.FEB '78

T.MAR *78 Pitch=rigging & SRT

B MaY '78

T.JUN *70

T.DEC '78

T.4FR '79

T.AUG '79 Iran

T.NOV '75

T.DEC '79 Otter Hole & Derbyshire Soughs

T.MAR
T.JUN
T.SEF
T,.DEC
T.MAR
T.JUA
T.3BP
T.FEB
T.JUN
T.3EP
T.NAR
T,JUN
T.0CT
T.DEC

CAVES AND GAVING

+50
B0
'80
180
'
'51
'81
162
182
'8z
183
155
‘IE}
'3

MUSS Austria
Thres Counties system’

Matienzo

Mulu

SRT Hescus

Leck Fell

A1l issues contain regular items on equipment ete. and Irish News, Worthern News,CIG eta.

G
Xov
FEB
MAY
UG
Kov
FEB
MAY
AUG
rov
FEB
NAY

|?ﬂ
i)
)
e
‘79
‘79
*80
180
'S0
' 80
"Bt
' 81

Sheath slippage, Winnats Head, Mulu

sustria *78, King Pot, U.3.5.R
Norway (by you know who)

Mulu, Bire '78

Aystrie

Spain

Magnetomater, France, Greascs
N.Spain, ¥atienzo, Austria
Yugoslavia, Austria, Trevizce '79
Streeks Pot, Spain, Switzerland
Matiesnzo, Hungary, Austria
Morocce, Sardinia, Traviaco

AUG
KoV
FEB
MAY
AUG
oV
FEB
MAY
AUG
nNov
FEH

B

84

'8z
‘82
182
182
183
183
183
ta3
'8y

Mexico, Mulu

Morocea, Matienzo
Missingil

Sardinia, Wproceo, Vercours
Asia, Austria

Norway, Austria, Spain
Norway s
Gresce

Greece, Spzin, Nexico

Spanish caving data
Matienzo, Irelend
Spain, Austria
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Bowdine on _the Bight '
Figure uf Eight on the Bight
1 2
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Each of the loops can .\
easily be altered 10
any length
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If you are interested in a caving holiday in Spain next year (1985), kindly fill in

this form 50 that we will know your requirementsa.
NAME #

For the gquestions below please tick the appropriate boxes.

We planned to go at the end of August, is this date suiteble 7 [___ |

Or would you prefer an alternative ? l _
If an alternative, please indicate

Would you be able to go for 2 weeks ? 1 |

or 1 weak ¥ E:I

Which accomodation would you prefer - Camping? I

Hotel ¢ |
shsed V22 1T ¥

Vhich means of transport do you prefer - Owm Car ? I:[
By Air 7 | [
Coach 7 | [

Would you prefler 2 weeks caving ?
or 1 week caving and 1 week on the beach etc? | ]

Flease return to Paul Holderoft, Cliff Jomes or Ralph Johnscn,

. i 2
Mkt de ks

I TUESE ALE Tyt RECORDED TEAWDS = TUuERE HAVE Geerd oTWERE. RRE Yo

%, R 12

GETTA yeuRE SuARE.

v Rl

L1

J



MMENDMENTS TO MEMBERS LIST,.

Alan Gteele Tel.
Paul Holderoft Teal,

Welvin Bratt Tel, Re d a Cte d
Xoith Davies
Hob He=zth
Simon Leech
NEW MEMBERS .,

Danny Jonss Redacted

FUTURE MEETS,

SAT 9th. Juns, 3.M.D.C Sports display. Biddulph.

5UF 1Cth, June., Dow - Providence,

SAT/SUN 164h/17th, Derbyshire Week-end, Barbague etc.

3AT 30th Jurne, Giant's Hole - Beginners.

S Bth July. Lost Johns

SAT/SUN 14%h/15th July. Dan yr Ogof - Otter Hole

SUN 29th. July. Gawvel — Notts Pot.

SAT/SUN 18th/19th Auzust, Longwood - Thrupe Lane - Cuthbaerts.
SAT 25th August. Digeing in Derbyshire (for one week)

SUN 15th Sept. Notts Pot - Death's Hoad.

5AT 28th Sept. Swinate - Simpsons.

PCR SALE

Walking Boots, size 9, £10  see Ralph.
Club T-Shirts, black with white motif. £3 see Rglrh.
Club badges, £1.00 (members only) see CLiff,
Intereating negatives, offers, see Paul Holderoft.
COMING 500N. In the next issue of Newsletter:= The Belgian expedition (or how to

poke diced carrota down the 3:1ug-hnlﬂ]. Melv reveals alll8 - in a plain sealed envelops,

The Irlsh expedition - will Fornarouska gol! (or if she won't who will?27).

ORDER NOW. AVOID DISSAFPCINTMENT, 10.



