CCPC

Newsletter Nois

March 1989

ANNUAL CENERAL MEETING, 1988/89

The important points agreed at the AGM were as follows:

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Full member £12.00 Student £9.00
Associate 10.00 Married Couple 18.00
Junior (16 to 18) 9.00 Student 5,00

NE A ‘'student' 1is defined as a person under the age of 18 who is in full time
education

There 1s a £2.00 reduction on fees if they are paid before lst April (All Foels
Day!)

Jojining Fee is {1,530

OFFICERS
Chairman Paul Holdcroft
Secretary Ralph Johnson
Meets Secretary Lionel Parkinson
Tackle Paul Holdcroft
Ralph Johnson
Liam Kealey
Training Kevin Beaumont
Assist. Training Ian Freeman
Newsletter Mark Lovatt
FINANCES
Deposit Account £1000
Current Acecount 806
Profit on year 200

There appears to be no preat shortage of gear but it was suggested that we look
into the purchase of some new rope

AMMENDMENT TO COWSTITUTION

This issue pgot rather complicated but I think that it was agreed that 'the
Editor has the right of censorship on all club publications but authors have the
right of appeal to the committee.'

BALPH



ARMENTAN EARTHQUAKE DISASTER

Ralph was asked to put together a team ready to depart at six heours notice. In

the event nothing happened but discussions are taking place as to whether or net
CRO should become involved in major incidents ie should we be prepared or should
we just stick to what we do (building sites)!

STANLEY MOOR

It would appear that there has been
some digging in the sinks to the South
of Stanley Moor Reservoir. Some look
interesting but not particularly
invicing. A determined efforc would
be required.

OxX1.OW CLIMBING SHAFT

Using Ron's
and HRalph's

brains, George's skills
brawn the problem of the

stripped threads on the shaft cap
have Dbeen put right. IE you wisit
cither of these shafts (21lm or 535m)

please don't ovartighten the bolts.

HHAS
For once - miraculously - this took
lzce close to Xmas!! The wvenue was

‘he Biddulph Arms, music by FORGERY
includes our wery own Mark
ovatt and our usual M.C. Cliff who
ended up winning his own 'Wally of
the Year' Award with an amazingly
y story invelving him getting off
the North-bound Intereity two miles
shert of Macclesfield Station causing

AT _JASTII!

YOU'LL REYER
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211 trains on rthe line to be halted
until he staggered into Macclesfield
Station! Thanks must also go to Liam
who organised the event,

RALFPH
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! IOST & FOUND |

LOST One tatty sit |0
| harness plus one ]

Anyone  who Thas

SUPPLIMENTRY INDEX TO "THE CAVES OF DERBYSHIRE

trudged know is the name!

I alloy eircular I around Derbyshire locking
I Mallien - Ralph. I for 1likely sinks, mines, In an attempt to give
I I possible digs or , people =& sporting chance

I LOST Cne pair of I
i miners type Knee-
pads - Ralph.

frustrated by
surfaca

ressurgences may have been
finding a
faature
| I not being able to identify

(and fill the Newsletter)
I have inecluded my list of
features which are In the
book but not on the maps

and then

I WANTED Articles I it in the book becausse in grid reference order,

I for inclusion in I they do not know its name.

| next Newsletter - I 1lUnless it is on the map at On the listing, Ashwood
I Mark Lovatc. I the back of the book, then Dale Ressurgence and Dove
[ I it 1is pretty difficult to Hole Dale Swallec (3}
I FREE to good home, 1 locate it within the appear mnext to each other
I one undersuit, in | book. It always struck me as they do on the ground
i need of some I as on odd system te list instead of being pages
i attention - Ralph. Il alphabetical order when apart. Happy hunting!

the first thing you don't

M LOVATT
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WHEN the members of the
Crewe Climhing and Potholin

Club say ‘come on down' they
aren't inviting you on to the .
of a wellknown quiz show!

Sentinel Plus writer Martin
Wells and photo Chris
Rushton lpimrog right] went

half-a-mile below the surface of
the Peak District to discover

i
.!

of the earth

“Ever been drunk?**
Well . . . not recently.

**No. Have you ever
been DRUNK?"

The significance of this
strange conversatnon will
hecome clear later.
Suffice to say that it
occurred at the entrance
to a3 gaping hole in the
graund into which MNowed
a veritable raging torrent
of raimwater,

And they expected a
pair of sensitive
newspapermen, albeit
clad in (from skin
upwards) socks and
underwear, a thermal
hody suit. an. oilskin

averall, and hard hal and
lamp, to climb into this
torrent and follow it down
to the very bowels of the
earth?

It was sheer madness,
of course. bul cluiching
notebook, pen and
CAMEra 1o our respective
breasts, we ook the
plunge — literally!

Treacherous
ledges

As guests of the Crewe
Climbing and Potheling
Club we knew we were in
safe hands. Formed in
1957, they've since
become one of the
foremast such clubs in the
country and now draw
their members not only
from throughout the
North Staffordshire and
South Cheshire area bur
also [rom regions as far
apart as Worcestershire
and Yorkshire,

Eighteen years ago
lheir development
reached a peak when they
joined a network of clubs
ffering a rescue service
o the entire potholing
community. As part of
his caving elite, the
senior members of the
lub, though all expe-

—_—

By Martin
Wells

Pictures by
Chris Rushton

rienced amateurs, have
had 1o hone their skills 1o
a professional level. It
wias a demonstrauon of
these skills, in the form of
A4 cave rescue practice,
that we'd come (o
observe.

But first we had 1o get
to the sceme of the
‘accident.’

To do this meant being
drunk.

Mot falling-down
drunk, although, we did a
lat af this as we edged our
way through the semi-
darkness, squeezing
through narrow crevices
and shinning along damp,
treacherous ledpes. Mo, |
mean really DEUNK!

The feehing of following
the water course, from
level 1o level, often down
the same cascading, direct
route of a waterfall,
seemed 10 me much how
an aspirin must feel as it
slides down the gullet
with a glass of water
before beginning its
journey along the rapids
of the alimentary canal.

en-le-Frith, in North
Derbyshire, or P8 as the
serious speliclogists call
it, was the scene. An
average cave, half-a-mile
dee? and culminating in a

nf clear mnwmer

| thmugh the mlllmu

stone on which the a]:
District is founded. :

%emkm the
EEDEME er, it

p:'bdes four hours or so
of wonderful adventure,
spent congquering and
:nmylng all the classic
features of a good cave —

tight squeezes, Ehlllﬂ'lg-

TRt T TR T

what they really mean . . .

Jack Pot, near Chapel-

{

ing ‘pitches’ down rock-
rt‘ar:l:s and ‘caverns.

For the solo beginner,
however, Jack Pot is an
altogether different
proposition. Iniually, it's
a fairy grotto waiting for
ils treasures to be
discovered but, with no
natural light to guide you
after the n'slfcw feet, the
way back can easily be
forgotten. What's more,
the treacherous holes in
the cave floor open up on
drops of forty feer or
more. Death or serious
injury s often only a
footsiep away.

Lo, while it may not be
the perfect place lo dra,g
two journalists, it's
certainly an idezl location
for a cave rescue practice,

The willing {.ilinta*pig
was Mrs Janet Harper, a
teacher at Holden Lane
High School in Sneyd
Green, Her introducton
to caving had come
through colleagues Ron
Beckett and Ralph John-
son, the only founder-
member of the club still
plaving an active part in
its activilies.

First-aid
practices

“Ralph and Ron asked

me if 1 wanted to be
rescoed,” said Janet, as
" she was strapped into the

mhust if rather flimsy-
“locking stretcher, “but |

d:l:lnt ite realise . that
'“this is what they meant.”
The practice involved

hauling Janet up an
underground waterfall.
Men were positioned
both above and below the

.P,-;::J-ﬁ:z :l:ihrat: the |
o

and to guide the :I.'IE'I:IEIIE:: 1
on its short bul merve-
wracking ;uunwy throu

the water. Safely up. s
was ferried ta the suﬂm
still strapped to the
stretcher and threaded
through the nerwork of
i!am@ﬂm ta the sur-
ace. Mission accom-
plished.

Cave rescue, as Ralph
Johnson later explained, |
differs from other, more
conventional methods
hecause of the under-
qrnund conditions:
Speed is the key factor
with us becausc the
chances are that the
victim will be suffering
from cold and shock,

Traditional first-aid

actices, loo, ténd o go

the board. *In many
medical cases you
shouldn't give the person
hat drinks but we do. It's
felt that keeping them
warm i more imporiant
than keeping their
stomachs empty in
preparation for any
operation they might
have to undergo,” added

And it's not just people
who need their services.
“We often get called out
1o rescue or other
farm animals and i.i

d-aun‘tmﬁﬂmmu
we only

hﬂtﬁnellu
out was about six weeks |
ago when we were needed |
at Knsford to rescue a |
builder who was down a

well thar had mlhpsnd on |
him. " |

= - -

' said Ralph. He's

Fed

Despite being called

out to searches or rescues
only an average once
every 12 months, prac-
tices like this ooccur two or

three times a year for the |

club. But they attract
both the pure cavers and
those who take Lhe sport
one step further by
joining the rescue team.

Deafened by
the noise

They do il because it's
fun, particularly when the
umement is euh:mxd
‘active’ Ig::t

r.nw: Ihal like P8 on Ihat
day, was flooded by
overmight warer.

“For us, this iz much
better than a dry
bh
right — walking along a
Mowing stream, deafened
by the noise of cascading
water, clinging on to
every available niche in
the rocks and warchin
every step far fear o
plummeting 1o a wet and
rocky end — all in near-
darkness — does have a
certain black attraction.

And it certainly adds a
different twist 1o being
drunk . . . I mean really
DRUNK!

m



ARE YOU GETTING YOUR SHARE? Forthecoming Attractions Include:

50 far this year we have had the 18 Mar Juniper Gulf

following: Dxlow Cavern/Nettle Pot
19 Mar Lost Jehn's Cave

7 Jan Club Xmas Do 25 Mar ¢Giants Hole
8 Jan Peak Cavern Ogof Ffynnon Ddu

Hecttle Pot | 29 Apr Ireby- Fell Cavern/Marble Steps
15 Jan PLantation Pot (Dig) 21 May Black Shiver/Meragill
4 Feb HNettle Pot 3 Jun Providence Pot/Dow Pot
5 Feb Giants (Notorious Digl) | 17 Jun Lancaster/Easegill

West Mine, Alderley Edge 9 Jul Alum Pot
& Feb CCPC monthly meeting 19 Jul? Large Pot/Little Pot
11 Fels Rowter Hole | 22 Jul Gaping Gill
12 Feb Rigging/SRT practlce, 17 Sep Notts Fot

Oxlow/Maskhill 7 Det Diccan Pot
13 Feb Self Rescue practice, H.L.H.S5. |
14 Feb Czek meeting, Biddulph Arms | The Mendips Mad March Session is on
26 Feb HKettlewell /Langeliff | the weekend commencing 1l7th March.

-=--p00000----

Avor and Somerset Constsbulary have issued a warning te all cavers about the
increase in thefts from wvehicles in the Mendips area, particularly around
Cheddar Gorge. Cheque books and credit cards have gone aleng with caving gear.

They suggest the totally impractical solution of leaving someons to 'mind' the

vehiclel One interesting point is that not one single item has been removed
from a locked boot! 'Evenin' all.
* ok & k Ak ok Kk ok kkkk & &k & kkk % k k& * MOLEPHONE  TRIALS CCPC have agreed to
* PLEASE NOTE Meetings take place at * take part in DCRO's wvalidation of
* the usual place (The Bleeding Wolf * the Molephone for wuse: in the Peak
#* Scholar Green) on the first Monday #* Distrier. The trial will involve
+ of each month ({unless this is a * teams taking part of the equipment
# Bank Holiday in which case its on * inte  caves whetre thers is a
* the second Monday) BUT STARTING AT % likelyhood of a callout to assess the
*  §:30. ie 30 minutes later than * usefulness of rthe gear. CCPC have
* previously! # bean allocated Cxlow Cavern and Nettle
&k k ko kdk & ok ok kR & & ok dkk k k% % Por, The trials will take place on
Saturday 18th March (time to be
AMMENMDMENTS TO THE CURRENT CCPC MEMBERS agreed) . This exercise could be
LIST 83/8%9 doubled wup inte a rigging practice if
Home Work enough people are Interesced, but a
R Beaumont 0782 780749 0782 202521 good turnout will be needed anyway if
I Freeman 021 705 7361 the trial 1is to go smoothly and as
Ext, 24872 several other clubs are taking parc in
I Houslay 0782 513298 0782 5753375 similar exercises in the area it could
Ext. 2477 turn inte a pouod social day out,
5 Knox 0782 782343
L Kaaly 02605 2433 0625 34902 ----oob0o0~- -~
5 Lamb N782 784150
L Parkinson 0782 771157 366399 w4414 Anyone who has been down into the West
J Smith 0782 782584 Chamber of Dxlow in the last few weeks
R Beaumont has changed adress to; may have noticed that the chain which
6 Shepenhall Grove, Aston, Nantwhich, has acted as a banlster for several

generations has now been replaced by a
newer and more securaly bolted length of ropa, Friends in the EPC (who were
responsible for installing the new rope) told me that they had decided to test
the safety of the old chain following a rescue callout te a youth who had fallen
down rhe fourth pitch., To their amusement/horrer the chain pulled completely
out of its bellay with very little effort. Moral; never trust a fixed aid!
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Study the photo and wuse your skill/experience to fill in the
caption to Indicate what Ralph, the victim or the Paddy was
saying/thinking

Best entries te be included in & forthcoming Newsletter.

CAPTION COMPETITION No 1

A

L]

Ralph/victim/paddy " . ....... TR R R PRI S ey IR S

Please pive/post entries to Mark lovarr

Redacted




