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CRESSBROOKDALE RESURGENCE.

Wednesday 4xth octobea 1995 ihaee members af Chrswe
Cetimbing and pothofing CLub, Tony Reynolds Nelif & Tracy Conde,
attempted the colossal 300 Hoot hoaizontal deceni under the 200
poot cliffh 4Ln CaressbrookRr Goage. The aim of theix miasaion, Lo
nemove all tools Left in the cave before the greal {Lood4. Upon
reaching the Lowea JAtaeamway sump, Lo thelixr Suxpaiie, they
discovered Lii had disappeared.

Disregarnding any Aense of terror and Lrepdidation they
decided to #squeeze through the sump and discover what delighis
Lay ahead., Neil proceed sfowly through the tight .saqueeze 4in
which 4even weeks earxlier had been a sump, but now was jusi
sloppy mud zesembling Noet Edmonds gunge tank. Ignoaing ail
4ears he pressed on, adrenalin pumping, tollowed closely by
Coddy and Tony who enfaaged ihe squeeze zeady $o0x a quick exit.

What Lay ahead was beyond alf imagination, no massive
system or preity garoito, no A&imy gaeen ankle gaabbear ox coudan
to the Loch Ness monsiean, judt one hundred oot of Low sandy

pasdage down 1o anrnagithear sumg.

Oh wedlf, Lumb Hoite 14 now more than fHive Limes the
tength o4 Tony, Coddy and Nedil head to toe, 4in Engtish Lumb
hofe has given up about one hundzed fooi of virgdin passage.

I4 you would Like to 4ee this new extension, hurry
before ithe waten aeturns, expected within the next monith.




FORTHCOMING MEETS.

Sun 4th Cherry Tree Hole. Yorkshire. Darnbrook & Cowside area
NGR SD 903700. Grade IV. Length 1.2Km. Depth 41m,

Eat 18th Mettle Pot. Derbyshire. Castleton area.
NGR 126819. Grade III-IY. Length 640m. Depth 180m.

Giants rescue practice. Volunteer wanted for the easy
trip out...

Sun 26th Ireby Fell Cavern. Yorkshire. Leck Fell area.
NGR SD 673773. Grade III, Length 40%Km. Depth 1238m.

DECEMEER

Sun 3rd Peak Cavern. Derbyshire. Castleton area.
NGR 149825, Grade I-¥. Length 8,9Km. Depth 170m.

Sun 10th Bull Pot. Yorkshire, West Kingsdale area.
NGFE SD 702787. Grade III. Length 2Z16m. Depth 79m.

* by SIMON TRUMP 4 ARG
A CAVER was rescued yes- Dog suves
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TOUR DE FRANCE (ALTERNATIVE )1995

Here we were yet again in Tardets in the foothills of the Pyrenees. We had taken a leisurely drive down Laking in
the local sights and copious quantities of red wine (for medicinal reasons!) Paul and family were camping as were
myself and Marguerite, Steve (Alias Colin) and family were caravaning and John and Dil were roughing it in a
luxury hotel while they awaited the keys to their equally palatial Gite!

No need to rush, it was Thursday and the Belgians were not due to arrive until Friday to do a PSM to Salle de
Verna trip via the Tete Sauvage. We spent Friday sussing oul some canyons the most exciting pant being a close
encounter with an adder. (the reptilian son not the mathematical varicty!) Paul and 1 also fitted in the first of many
canoe trips where 1 managed to frighten mysclf to death during an encouriter with an overhanging tree.

Saturday we did Canyon d' Althagneta a superb trip culminating in a multiple pitch of 10 30 and 30 metres. Now
those good at maths will be able to work out that the 50m rope recommended in the guide isn't long enough to use
on a pull thro' of this size 1! Out came the bits of tat and Paul was launched into space. We found out later that it
can be done on a 50m rope if the bolt changes are used ... if you can find them! The most exciting part of the irip
for Steve came later when 1 persuaded the group to finish off the trip properly by continuing to follow the nver and
not the tourist path out of the Kakoucter Gorge. Now Steve can't swim and when he took out his buoyancy aid it
was knackered! We (particularly he) spent an interesting session passing several DEEP pools in convoy with some
very heavy waterlogged rope bags and an even more waterlogged Steve who wasn't even wearing a wel suit!

Steve and James finished off the day by completing the canog trip Paul and 1 had done the previous day. Armed
with hindsight they missed "my" tree completely.

Sunday.. time to see the Belgians... I was to find out that they had got SC3 booked not the Tele Sauvage. That was
the good news ' cos I hadn't done it, the bad news was that they had already rigged it and had set off on their one
and only thro' trip several hours previously. (Keen these lads!) Fortunately they had rigged Couey Lodge as well! (]
said they were keen!) A quick chat and Couey Lodge was on for the following day. Nothing else for it we spent the
day climbing site secing and canoeing the next streich of river. Those who have visited Tardets may recall a
barrage in the town centre. We inspected this prior to our descent and decided it was possible (just) At the last
moment Paul decided it wasn't, decided to abort, failed and went over it backwards UPSIDE DOWN!. much to the
surprise and amusement of the locals. My descent was interesting but less spectacular, 1 don't know il the evenis
are linked but the following day the river and barrage were modified by a large Hymac!

Monday. Couey Lodge, at least it was for John and 1. For some reason the others decided to opt for the Atlantic
beaches. Most of the Belgians were derigging SC3 (we declined to join them.) and several were recovering from
their thro' tnip or the after effects of some celebration or other. John and I had the place to ourselves. The cave was
nigged to the bottom of the entrance pitches. (250m) This part consists of a few short pitches and climbs (loose)
Into a massive large open nifi consisting of pitches of 65 and 55 linked by 4 of 5 shorter ones. Not wishing to be
critical I can only describe some of the anchors as "interesting” and some of the backups as "could be better” |
particularly found the part on 9mm “exciting". We both found the trip excellent. 1 spent the rest of the day
prospecting the access points to various canyons while awaiting the arrival of my sunburnt colleagues.

Tuesday was filled in with a bit more canoeing and biking. Wednesday we did Canyon D'Oilloki.Less exciting than
our previous excursion (the ropes were long enough for a start) but nevertheless well worth a visit and better than
the guide infers. Water levels were low but in wet weather this could be really interesting. John called to inform us
that Michel had agreed to join us on an "upstream" trip in the PSM.

Thursday Paul and [ completed our first "incident free" descent of the next stretch of river. Were we improving or
was it getting easier?



Friday momning 8 am and by some miracle all three cars arrived in S5t Engrace within seconds of each other. In
typical Michel style we reached the entrance in well under the hour. (1 secretly hoped the rest of the trip was going
10 be a little more lersurely. ) It turned out to be a splendid trip as far as the bottom of the Lepinaux shafl. It 1s quite
well marked now, much better than on my last thro' trip so I reckon that even CCPC should have little problem in
negotiating the system! If anyone wants a trip let me know, The trip can be done in as little as 8 hours but 12 to 15
is prabably more realistic (On the Bradford trip this summer one member took 36 hours!)

The day was rounded off beautifully with a meal for the 12 of us at Michels home in the foothills of the Pyrences,
....and we wonder why he never visits Britain (You should see the view from his lounge window) Eventually we
staggered off to bed, a truly memorable day.

Saturday, Paul and family left for home while Steve and self (and families) left for Chamonix via Carcassonne
(castles, canoeing, caving canyoning and Minervois, the Med (swimming!) Nimes (canoeing, caving) and the
Wercors . (Hence the title of the article.)

While everyone recovered from the journey I fitted in a couple of VTT routes and a number of walks were done.
Only one thing left to do ... Mont Blanc de Tacul, we didn't manage to fit it in last year. Onc of the easier 4000m
peaks it consists of a 300m descent followed by 730m of ascent (WITHOUT ACCLIMATISATION) This of course
means that not only is it uphill on the ascent, it's also uphill on the descent. If you don't believe me ask Steve.

MNow comes the exciting part. Just as we were crossing the final snowfield towards the Aiguille de Midi there was a
tremendous noise from up above close to the Cosmic ridge and a LARGE boulder detached itself from the cliff
heading in our direction! It landed once breaking into smaller pieces with one about the size of a family saloon
heading straight for us. This one had definutely got both our names firmly stamped on it! Linford Christy would
have been impressed with the way we covered the next 50 meters, ... wearing crampons and carrying a full pack!
There was nowhere to go ... no crevasses, ... no boulders ... no cover anywhere ... we both just kept on running,
With lungs about to burst we finally came to a stop as the boulder came to rest right where we had been standing.
We just looked at each other, grinned sheepishly, thanked our lucky stars then plodded up the steep slope 1o our
destination.. A nearbye French couple commented "Vous avez Bonne chance au jourdhui!™ which roughly
translated means *You lucky sods. We thought vou'd bought it there duck!™

Back at the ranch Steve and I consumed a fair amount of hiquid refreshment to replace the adrenaline consumed
earlier. (As if we needed an excuse)

Having had enough of the white stuff we decided to head for some "white water” but not until we had fitted in one
more VTT ride. We aborted our trip to the sports crag in Chamoenix when we found the entire population of France
there, with instructors(!) having three (ves 3) beginners on the rope all climbing at the same time. We couldn't bear
to watch! As a point of interest the foot of the crag was littered with debris and snow, the remains of an avalanche
which killed a spectator watching the climbers in Spring of this year. For those familiar with the area a section of
the Petit Balcon Sud is also missing, again as a result of excess snow and subsequent thaw last Winter,

Our journey North took us to the Parc de la Foret d'Orient, unfortunately the drought had taken it's toll on the
water levels so after a nights rest we continued home ... after all someone’s got to finish bolling Long Rake!
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I4 you neflect back 1o the Dec 94 issue of the Newsfetten, I was
willing to 4tep down as News Editon and give somebody elfse a go. But
Luckify nobody else wanted to do it, 40 I was monre than wifling 2o
caray on. Over the three yeaxrd I have been the Editor I have Aecally
enjoyed doding it, [ even though I wad4 presdsd ganged into 4t at a
meeting I didn't attend ).

Unfortunately this time I AM siepping down. Due to my peadonal
circumstances I am $inding 4Lt increasingly Rarder to 4ind the time Lo
campile Lit. Thanks Lo aff ithe peaple oven the years who have helped in
one way o4 an othea, especially Maak Lovatt, $on without him there B

‘ot o4 been a Newaifettenr fox he did afi the photo copying. I hope theare 413
domebody in the CLudb who wiif ftake ovea, becaude 4Lt would be a gaeat
L0444 1o all of uwd AH 4Lt ceases Lo be.

Thanks4 agaedin fHor afl your support and I am Lonay
I can't caxay on wdih Lfi... Tracy Conde.
{Coddy to them who do not Enow my real name)
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c.C.P.C. MEMBERS

EL.0g
Page |
Heaber Hoge Phone Curnane First Address Town Post Code Work Fhone
1 rrnola Alisan
2 Brandwngd Sharan
3 Bratt Kelvyn
4 Brookes lane
¢ Conde Mejl
d Comde Dzreen
i Conde Trdzy
g Cooper Kigei
| Lrane Begrae
10 Crane Caraje
I Edeonds Brizn F{EE(an(:tEE(j
12 Evans Rass
13 Evenden RUES
14 Falkner Keith
13 Forster Feter
18 Foster Hice
i Bamole Tony
18 banble Pey)
19 Grindey len
i Hanson Pre
i Hanson-Abbot  Adridm
i1 Folderaft Pani
fi] Housley lar
| Joknson Rarguerite
15 Johnson Raion
b/} Jose Chi
n fnapper Fiona
b Knaoper Pacy
be] Knox §teve
k01 Lear Eordon
i Lowstt Hark
i Hartin Ric
i Hiles Steve
Lt Robley Wigel
15 Harris Colin
1% Kountford Kewin
17 Presten Jokn
18 feade Pin
3t Reynolds Tany
40 Schotield Greg
] Shenton Jufn
'H Saite Jehn
4 Suith lerry
44 Fillinghin Johr

Hopefully I will do one more Newsletter, either Dec or Jan.
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SOME POINTS FOF: CAVE RESCUE TEAM MEMBERS TO CONSIDER

Mike Fanning, of the Lak.e District Search & Mountain Rescue Associalion recenlly producad
Some comments regarding hiability of team members over possible claims of negligence
whilst conducling rescues, together with other matters that he felt ought 1o be brought Lo the
attention of their members.

As the remarks made are just as relevant ta members of Cave Rescue Teams the
W.B.C.R.T. Executive thoughl it a useful exercise to bring the information to the attention of
the members of the various Clubs who form the W.B.C.R.T. whose members could be called
on to assist in a Rescue, either in our own area, or in another area where they may be caving
or live,

Some of the following comments have been laken verbalim-irom Mike's notes, or adapted to
suil the purpases of this article

NEGLIGENCE

The difficulty of giving-any specific guidance with regard 10 the quesiion of neghgence is lhat
the subject is largely a theoretical area, and until tested in court will remain so0 There would
appear thal there is no reason in law why an aclion againsl members of a cave rescue team
should nol succeed. In the case of a registered charily, such as W.B.C.R.T. any action
would b2 brought agains! the lrustees, and cannol be defended withoul lhe pemmission of the
charity commission.

Given that the success of such an action would deal & devaslaling blow 1o volunlary
mountain and cave rescue teams in this country, it is lo be hoped thal any coun considering
such an aclion would dismiss the action on the grounds that to allow it to succeed would be
contrary 1o public interes’. '

However, although this would at the current time appear the likely scenario, it should not
encourage complacency. Any caver asked 1o assist in a cave rescue should ensure that they
are adequalely trained to carry out any task or treatment they are contemplating.

It should be realised howe important that the first action in any rescue incident is to follow the
correct procedure for coalacting the pclice, as only then will cover on the police insurance
policy take effect. Without carrying oul this procedure, it could be argued Ihal any action was
being undertaken outside the auspices of the team by a group of individuals and any liability
held by the persons concemed. WEB.C.R.T. is currently locking at the question of public
liability insurance over and above the insurance thal is obtained from the police,

Bearing the above points in mind il would perhaps be useful 1o outline the principles of the
law of negligence and hew it would affect a cave rescue team and its members,

Negligence is proved where a cour is satisfied
1. That the injured party was owed a duty of care by the defendant;
2. That the defendanl has failed o discharge that duly:

3. That the defendants failure has caused a loss or mjury lo the injured parly thal can be
aftnbuled to the defendarits failure. -

All three elements must be proved to estatlish the defendant's negligence. The standard of

proof is on the balance of probabilities - i.e. was it more probable than not that the defendant
was al fault,
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Dealing with each question in turmn:

a. Duty of care?

There is no duty upon a cave rescue team to underlake the rescue of any person. However,
the moment a leam accepls a call for assistance the duly of care will be established. There is
still no obligation for a rescuer to place his life in peril whalever the circumstances. A recent
courl decision conceming a delayed rescue undertaken by the Coast guard service lends
weight to this decision. .

b. Failed lo discharge duty?

In practice, an injured parly will allege medical malpractice on the part of his rescuer, or a
failure in the mechanics of the rescue itself.

To answer whether such a failure has occurred, the court must establish a standard against
which 1o judge the actions of the rescuer. The relevant standard may be any of the fullowing,
when placed in the same situation as the rescuer:

1) The erdinary reasonable man;

i) The ordinary competent caver,

lii) The ordinary, skilful, careful and competent cave rescue team member:

iv) The ordinary skilled man exercising and professing to have thal special skill.

Al the present time no decision exists directly affecting cave or mountain rescue. Il would be
prudent to assume the standard as being that set out in iii) above. However, the more
specialised the techniques used by the rescuer then the more likely it is that the relevant
standard will be that of iv).

¢. Loss or injury?

The injured parly can only succeed with his action if he or she can demonsirate that they
have suffered loss or injury as a result of an action, or inaction, on the part if the defendant.
Their condition must deterorate as a direct result of the defendant's intervention. This will
always be a simple question of facl.

As stated al the beginning, unlil such time as a case is brought 1o cour it is difficult to know
what the oulcome of any action would be. It is better to be aware of the potential and plan
forit, rather than stlumble along hoping we would not be the test case.

PERSONAL MATTERS AFFECTING CAVE RESCUERS

1. Wills

Every person in the UK should have a will. Cave rescue can be inherently dangerous and the
family of a Team member killed in the course of duly, so lo speak, will receive a not
inconsiderable sum via the varous msurers involved. Suffice it to say thal the current
inteslacy laws would be woefully inadequate in this siluation. This, in tum, will cause furher -
avoidable - hearlache for the family involved. The cost is not too greal a couple should be
able 1o obtain wills for less than £60 + VAT,

2. Endowment/Life Insurance/Accident/Medical Policies o

A great many Team members, cerainly those with morigages, will have one or the other
such policy. Failure 1o notify the insurer of thal member's involvement in cave rescue, or
failure to pay any increased premium will void the policy should the member be injured/killed
whilst on a rescue. This would cause horrendous problems to 8 member whe is unable to
work, or to his surviving family in the evenl of his death. The advice io the insurance
company should be specific of rescue work over and above pure caving aclivily. It would be
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wise 10 get confirmation thal you are covered in these situations in writing, in order that there
could be no way the Insurance company could deny having been lold at a later date.

3. Individual Vehicle Insurance.

Those Team members who may travel in their own vehicle to the scene of a callout should
nolify their insurer of that fact or run the risk of finding their cover limited to 3rd party only in
the event of an accident.

Alan Wood: Hon Treasurer - West Brecon Cave Rescuc Team
m

I am informed that Dave Nixon and co. Have linked J.H. and Peak. I've been promised a trip in
the Autumn. (TRT)

Hopefully we should be resin bolting Block Hall once the Speedwell season begins again We
hope to do "Moosetrap” at the same time. Volunteers required.

"The rescue that never was". DCRO failed to contact us to rescue a caver trapped near the
entrance in Ladyside pot. About 4 fire tenders arrived plus the Rope Access team, an ambulance,
the Air ambulance and countless bobbies. Apparently he was extracted without difficulty!

For those who haven't heard . ... Edelrid can't find anything wrong with our "faulty" rope so it's
back in circulation! This doesn't explain the unusual damage to the sheath. Tests on Marlow

continue.

Maskhill - Revised Rigging

Ralph Johnson notes that if you are doing Maskhill Mine you are advised to add approximately 10% to
the rope lengths quoted in the "Peak Rigging Guide" 1o allow for new rigging using the DMM Eco-
hangers recently placed. He also notes that you need to take care on the slope leading to the "Balcony™”
at the foot of Murmuring Churn as there are numbers of loose boulders on the slope leading to the pitch
head, perhaps someone could do some "gardening”. At present all "deviation shings™ are in situ, please
leave them there,

Report ossible Defectiv

There have been some reports of "loose bolts" in Maskhill - they have been checked and all are OK
(don't forget that DMM's do flex slightly in use). If you are doubtful about a DMM, report it to Mark
Lowe (0161-330-5111) or Ralph Johnson (01782-515753) with a note of:

I. the name of the €ave or mine; 2. the route on which the defective anchor was found: 3. the traverse
or pitch name/number; 4. the anchor number; counting from the start of that group of anchors,

You should always check the rigging you use, whether it's a DMM, a spit or a natural belay, to assure
yourself that it is OK to use it. If you have any doubts, please continue to report them as above.

—_—
Knotlow Pollution

jt’cs, it's still with us! Reported again within the last week - presumably still the same delightful stuff,
Just a bit older now, as it still hasn't cleared. The wet weather may help in due course but the cause is
still there and we are in contact with NRA to oy to solve the problem permanently.

Eldon Hole - Route to 2nd Chamber
Discussion on the possibility of stabilising this will take place at the DCA Couneil Meeting on 28th, and
4 decision will be made on whether such a project is desirable or affordable.
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