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It was 4.20 pm when, belicve it or not, I had just got into the ghover after a
1:2{twelvel) mile run. Harzuerite called me to gz=y DNCHD were an the Tino " building
gite in Fnutsford" - thay've got Lo be kidding I thought, still it's bebter ithon
dogsil Rill Whitehouse Tilled in the apare deteiln, a worker had spmrentl fallen
soun n wells (This was later found %o bs incorvect.)

A small tenm consisting of P:ul Holderoft, Sriszn and zelf wrg desmteled, and hnrpue
wizied herself putting others on ctandby. Liam and Tan Srindey (heing the nenrect)

were requested to join the first three at sboub 5 Otelock.

i 1:_-..‘-

On arrival we wera joined by Tohn Hiddlenist [Mouse) nnd were sur-rizad to find not

a narrow impossible, prumbling well balf full of vanter, but a brand new, conorele
lined modal about 40° deep and 40' in dismeter, The vietin hedn't fallen out appon rad
to have been tumnsling horizonially from the bottem of the well in sand WITHOUT
SHUTTERINGL

iround and at the bottom of the well there secmed toc be dozens ol firemen, sabulance
personel, ninss rescus, A doetor, & nurse, several rolicenen and countleas lrish navvies.
lowever the experts had arrivedl (or so ths copper in chirge thought) Trying to louk
professicml (4e ag if 1 kpew what I was doing), L clinoed tne Huilders ladder into

the abysa, the onlookers gasped in smezement - no lifeline AND no helmetll

The victim was lying horizontally face downwards, burisd up to his neck in #and. -They
had mansged L0 sputter above bim but the faster they dug Lhe more 57 nd._CaHIO in - he uas
ot 4 mappy panks Mouse joined me, a2 brief discussionfollowed and’ cur profesaiomal
advise was given allowing me to retire to the surface - felled agaiin - no tea wapont
Who the hell was running this rescuel, sbviously Cheshire Police were not used to tals
typs of incident and the needs of rescue personal. Disappointed I donned my gear and
returned to the hole with Paul and Brian,

The victim was fitted with not one btut two drips(not counting HMouse snd- me)—and ounpec
fu11 of Entonox. (He didn't seem any happiert)

Mireculously our brilliant suggestion of shittering the sides of the tumel an well a3
the roof had worked and the extraction was rrogressing well. The fire brigsde produced
s streteher consisting of a flat sheet of perapex fastered to 2 steel Cramevori.

They assured faul that despite the lack of foatrest 1t coul? be used for a vertiral
1ift if the leg straps wers crossed and fastened TIGUTLV "Like sh-- off a shovell™ T
trought, overuled. the Grigade and rigged for a horizental 1iTL.

How comeg the exciting bit - the gtretcher wag lifted by a crane vith me, perched agtrids
it holding the saline drips - and not a ™ V camera in sightl W were brought to n halt
about 2' off the deck, an eager squad unclipped gne side of the strétcher scnding me
ayse over tit into the mudl Perhaps it vas as well the 8BC hadn't made it

Nothing left to do axcept rescue the poor nurse wlo damn nesr dled of fripght hal { sy

up the ladder, we mcked up, headed for home, my second shower of the evening antd still
made the monthly club mestiing on timell o

Halph.
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Many of you are no doubt aware of the fael that caves often contaln water and that
the volume is proporticnal to the rainfzll} (ref - the Hammer incident!
Acourate informaticn is available 7 days n week, 24 hours @ dsy on the numbers listed

below.

Dial Q598 500 followed by: Tercyshire 416
Mendip LG5
Nid Weles 414
He Wales 414
5. Wales 409

Torkshire 417

Info Tims

Pk elal o

Meotings which fall on a Bank Holiday will be helé on the gecond Monday of thut month.

Journal Mo 3.

Flushed with the success of our previous two journmals, we are now emimrking on Ko 3.
Pleage send articles tc Ralph, preferably while he is still young emcugh to do sometling
with them. Foreign trips, digs Bte are mparticularly desirakle.

Meets List.

SEBER

Sun i6th Juniper pulf/ Rift Pot/ Lonp ilin East

HOVEMEER :TP"\J
Sun Eth Pezk Cavern: '3“"‘-- Fﬁa.k CWH P

Sat 15th Hunt Pot / Little Hull Fot

DECEMBER

Sun 1lth Kingedale




LA TCRCA DEL CARLISTA 1987

Under the Cantabrisn mountains in lNorihern Spain, near the small village of Ranero
in La Torea del Carlista Parks, is one of the larpest chambers in the Western World.
The eontroversy over whetuer the Tores del Carlista 1e just bigger or just smaller
than -the La Verna champer in the Fierre 8t. Martin was Evcntuﬁlly reaalved by an
amccurate survey, but L have lost the details and cannot remember which gctually won,
Amyway, Malu put paid to the world record for wiich they both vied, so it ds only

accademic. Both echambers are z=bsolutely snormous by any standards,

In the cummer of 1987, shortly nfter completing the magnificent Cuetof/Caventosa
traverge (20 hrg) with cur Belgian friends of the ORSL, Keith Sanderson and I were
invited for a Sunday trip to Carlista. We gathered zt Ramero; about 32 of us, cavers,
vwomen and. children, and after some diseussion toock 3 track up to a qusrry where ve
changed into eaving gear befure setting off up the hill for an arﬁuudﬁtﬁnﬁalth and I

earried a ©50m X 10mm rope between us. Alphonse and Francis the rest of the tackle.

it the top, the Belgians rigped bhe entrance slmfts snd the descents began, FBecause
We vwere so numerous and one or two of the teemagers were doing their first dﬁacenﬁ,
it waaz quite a long vait. Eowever, the mountain scenery wes & superd distraction

to oecupy the time between spmacks and liguid refreshment. Eventually Keith and T
were eble to descend. After the 1000t entyarnce shaft of Cima Cueto we reckoned fhat
nothing could exeite us now, but we were in for guite a surprisel The first 20m Lo

a bolt was in the typlesl smooth yellowy rock of the rsgion and led to a marrov 15m
piteh to & sort of 1sdge fellowed by a locaish 3m sectien, and then 10a to the final
piteh of 100m,

The blg piteh vas rigged doubtle wibin the two hilves of the 270m rope so that Kelth
and I were able to maks almost simultanecus descants, As I srossed thse belt off the
3m seetion, Keith wes on the big riteh. The 10m pitch sesmed oddly quiet and I could
gerise a sort of ermptiness below me; ne sizht or sound of Feikh., T 31id down te the
tuin ropes and found it hard fo ducide whlch wag Tree ns the welgnba saened sinilar,
Below me seemad like the blackness of spuce.. .. & tiny srark of lizht far below vwas
Keiths ecaplamp and further below three or four pinpelnts of light could be sgeen.
Gulte hight

1 eroosed the last bolt and started my dascent. Within a few foet I was sailing off
inte the niddle of novhere. The incredikble gize wng over whelming -nd although I had

a powerful light, T could not see the walls or the fleer; it was like g trip in cuter

space, My déscent sesmed LU be taking sometime and I sterted to worry. Cueto/Caventoas
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had worn cub the three top bars of Ky ruck, so 1 had taken theo aff and turned than
gver, GSomawhere like half way down T Legan ™o vorder hot mueh o 1log wsg LelT. R4
least it would be guieki Soon I pould desesrn ile otilc¥s Lelov me wnd heénr their
ahouts. They wanted ms to stop for a photel ¥Wo swech luek, I vreferred to peach
terra firms whilst there vwes some of my rack leftt A rapid deccent and L grounded

an the floor of the immen=e clanber. High above I heard n feirt shout; and loeiting
up I could see a tiny .;‘_EH‘LE ra{ling fron the sky like that from a dying firedorka..s
it was Francoisze following i fown. "After a short pest Lo Tecover my Scnses I clamb-
ered uver the boulders to suplore Lhe chamter. Sm':-n I was alons iu the wast blsckness
trying to find the way to the beautiful grottoes bslow, The size of the ploce genarn bed
silence thet porvaded the atmosphere llke cotion wopl., I liad thit impression of belng
alone on snother plinet after a journey through space, I naver found Keith, and sfier

a while decided toc turn back and pask reirechment before the need for ascent.

Rack 2t the piten, the last descents had been oo ‘pleted and the ascents bognn. Alrvhonse
and Francis wentfup in trnden, but it lookad so unrleapsnt thet bhe rest of uwa wvent urc
sold. Hven Siwon eged 13t It was e long wait Tor @y turriand T wss glad to pebt moving
again, The bounce of the rope emabled nme %o tgwinm' ue the first hundred foot. It's

= mosth peculiar sensation being on a leng sroinsy rope. Once bhe rhythe &f bounce

and the movement of the ascenders gets into the right phasge, the upvard moves aecn
effortless, just like svimming. idowever, soon 1 vas put of maximum bounce and the

real work Etnrted,' but =% least I did not have thebother about worn egquipment 1o distract
me. A few minutes exertion and the boits loomed out of the dariness. The remining

soon-oval - weleome

[ 4]

pitehes presented no problems and the =acent to the gurface We
beers at the top to cosl « strong thirst. An exeellent Sundzy oubting was over, but
T still had that infinite blacknesaz storsd in my nind.

ULFPME 1. 30m rope 3 ml:' & hangers
2. 15m rope 2 nangers
3. 3m rope 1 hanger = (one rope)
4. 1Om fope 1 hanger &

5. 100m rope 2 hangers

SURVEY OQVERLEAF.

John Gillett.
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COUS TAILS AED BRUF TESIS—= (SEE PREVIOUS NLWSLETTER) -A COMMENT FROM P.TON

1. Most paople in the club wno are using the double rope covs talls now use a

double (ieg Tishermanaj knot for the last knot.  This geems to aveid the problem
of the knot ceming undone and what should be a short rest while passing a bolt

beconing a free falll e

2. The oricinal zutnors exprossed surpripe when the karabiner securing the blocks
of steel falleé but the madllon dién't. Unlees my eyeaig:t is failing me, it would
appear that the maillon was subject to a $ingle pull ‘lli}?"-' it's long axis, whereas
the krab was SUbjected to a three way rull. p f

STITCH PLATES AND ITALIAN HITGIES - BY P TON

it long last my words are no longer ialllng ba demf ears. For yesirs I have been
casting imitation pearls before genuins &® ine but following ny article on safe
lifelining I have actually seen stiten vlates (well - chesp imitationsl) being used
by elub remvers underground. For ithose members not familiar with thaze devices,
the disgrans below shoulkd e self extlanatory.

ot Bl e I e

WHEHE HAVE YOU BEEL-THLE SUMMER 7

Don't forpet you could become famous by submitting details of your exploits for
ineclusien in the next jourmal.
Contact Ralph.

& to Tipple who pot married te a lovely young lady - Elaine - on

\TH Lt TIOH
Saturday 17th Sentember. Our commiserations, of course go to Elainel
HE'S BACK ! - Lock up your daughters, wives, gramnies, tortoises etel

(Sorry Martyn) - Helmna bkt




A Tale Qf Two Bulls.

Do you rememosr the story that appsaresd in the nemslebter &
while ago about the young bull and the old bull.¥ou know, the
one abeoui the young bull wanting to run gut and Scraw a <ow
before ectiting too drunk =nd the old wull sugges=tinyg Ehat i1hey
should take thelr time and screw them all.

Wall the analagy wa= that if you takse your time 1n thls worla
and pay careful attention to the weather tlen you will be able
to go down all the caves in York=shire and newver g=t caught out
by floods.

Vell it seems to me that Lthis s a 1laoad of old bull on the part
nf the storyteller,who it would Zeem is incapable of taklng his
aun advice.All tkat I can say is remembarc Meregill !

I hope that when T get tO old bull status That T will quistly
retire to the Marton Arms or wherever 1t {z 4hat 21d bulls hang
out by that time.l certainly hope that I will not b= talking sC
wuch bullshit by then that it would seem that I've ROT bhulls
for & brain.

. A B.Tom




