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GREAT ORME VISIT

This will be on 20th - 22nd September 1991. The venue will be the
WEDGEWOOD HOTEL, 6 DEGANWY AV. LLANDUDNO (Telephone 0492 78016).

Bed, breakfast & evening meal for 2 mights is £28 per head (adult). This
represents a discount of f£14 off the usual price.

Activities : Caving in the Great Orme Copper Mines

Rock Climbing on the Great Orme

Rock Climbing in the Snowdonia National Park (approx 20 miles away)
Skiing on the dry Ski Slope

Canyoning (if anyone can find a canyon)

Walking

Drinking

Sleeping

Others

Most rooms at the Wedgewood are en-suite (first come - first served), have
colour Tele's, tea making facilities and all the usual crap plus there is
a LICENCED BAR!

If interested, please ring LIONEL PARKINSON Jnr on:

0782 388399 Ext 4414 (day) or §§‘\
Ve
0782 771157 (night) R

He will need number of spaces required, sleeping arrangements (nosey sod)
ie number of double/single beds, sinks and/or toilets, number of
adults/children and a phone number he can contact you on if possible.

' v %

%

(*}’\ BCRA NATIONAL CAVING CONFERENCE
What a bitch! Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond Lionels control, this
coincides with the Great Orme weekend. It will be the 1last one held at

Manchester for some time. If you can't afford Llandudno this is slightly cheaper
(providing you don't stay the night!) but not as much fun. See inside for
details.




The British Cave Rescue Council has issued the

following report for 1990:

General Notes

1. Although three underground fa-
talities are recorded. oniy one in-
volved a caver. who drowned in
Kingsdale Master Cave while go-
ing by himself for assistance for his
group (see Descent 93, p10).

The othertwo fatalities involved
non-cavers. The first was the recov-

ery of the body of a 16 year old boy
from Ivy Green Cave. Derbyshire
(Descent 95. p18). who had disap-
peared |3 months previously while
out jogging. The second was a man
On a company management Course,
who died a short distance inside the
Silica Mine at Glyn Neath. South
Wales. from natural causes. The
fact that he was underground was

CRC INCIDENT REPORT 1990

purely coincidental (Descent 96,

p7).
2. The two cave diving incidents
were (i), a cave diver in Ogof

Ffynnon Ddu. who waited for res-
cue in an airbell after his diving line
became detached (Descent 94. p7),
and (ii) the rescue of seven cavers
trapped by floods when a section of
Rough Hill Inlet in Old Ing Cave
was sumped. NB: Cavedivers were
also called out (but not used as
divers) to Ibbeth Peril Cave when
two teachers and five children were

BRITISH CAVE RESCUE COUNCIL

Incident report for the year 1st January 1990-31st December 1990
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Underground caving incidents | 15 | 9 | S ‘ | 8 - 2 = =1 17 - 3| 58
No. of persons involved 50 ‘ g/ 2 - ‘ 3|35 4 = | 20446 51154
No. of fatalities () B | = | ~(poxulsa b Bpk 1 noval 3
No. injured (non fatal) d bt y-q (31 -F-1=1-13(-f 2|13
Underground animal incidents| 6 | 4 | - | - ‘ - - - 01 1] - 2 -] 1] 15
Total undergound incidents 21 13 | 2 - 118 ! 3 111 19 1 4 73
Surface incidents 5 M il 2 - S e 1|11} 13| 43
No. of persons involved 27 - - 1 - - - - 4 (18| 22] 72

|

No. of fatalities - - 1] - | -]- -] -1 2] 3
No. injured (non fatal) 11 - - - - - - 5 |mSals Byl 28
Surface animal incidents 40 - 01 - 2 | - | - e | = 1] - ‘ 8
Total surface incidents 20 l = =T e ‘ =S i [ i | 51
Aid to other rescue teams
Underground accidents : -SEERae-Y D AT mEpE S
Surface incidents [Fee — ] Yo, | ERAAE | . e . |
*Search and rescue dogs and their nanaiers oniy
Quick summary 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
1980-1990
Underground caving
incidents 18 46 H 44 28 47 47 4 47 73 36
No. persons involved 104 99 108 109 63 121 102 109 123 84+ 146
No. fatalities 3 1 7 1 3 1 i) - 9 I 3
Cave inc. cave
diving incidents 2 2 3 4 | | | 3 i
No. persons involved 2 2 3 5 2 [ 1 3 3
No. fatalities 2 . 1 3 - | ' f

(Animai incidents are not included in this summary)

trapped by floods (Descent 96,p10).
3. The number of persons sustain-
ing physical injury underground
remains a very small proportion of
those involved in underground in-
cidents.

4. The total number of persons in-
volved includes an occasional con-
servative estimate of the number in
overdue parties.

5. Relatively few incidents in-
volved recognised caving clubs.
More incidents invoived clubs con-
nected with university/polytechnic/
college clubs, which have a rapidly
changing membership. Other inci-
dents involved schools. scouts.
outdoor pursuits. youth centres, ana
business groups, etc.. plus a large
number of small groups caving as
‘individuals’. The silliest callout
was to search for an overdue caving
party (a minibus full) from an offi-
cial authority. It was some time
later that the caller had to ring back
and admit that the party was not due
to go caving until the next day.

6. Therewere atleasttennon-caver
incidents including searches for
persons missing in a general area.
potential suicide victims and a mur-
dervictim, plus otherinvestigations
forthe police - all involving searches
underground.

7. The CRO is based at Clapham.
North Yorks.

8. The underground animal inci-
dents involved 3 sheep, 2 lambs, 2
calves. 7 dogs and 1 car.

9. The surface incidents include
fell/moorland rescues/searches.
climbing incidents. etc. Teams in
the North of England carry out these
duties as part of their normal rescue
work.

10.The surface animal incidents
involved 6 sheep. | lamb and 3
COWS.

11.Alerts dealt with by telephone/
local knowledge without the rescue
team turning out. and standby calils.
are not recorded.

Summary of causes
The main cause of the under- |
ground incidents. excluding |
animal rescues. can be sum-
marised as follows. In many |
cases there are contributorv
causes. but these are not in-
cluded.

Falls

Party simply overdue
Exhaustion/exposure
Party lost

Missing persons
Floods

Other water incidents
Investigations
Physical jamming
Medical emergency
Recovery of bodv
Total

10
10
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210. COLLAPSE NB. MOORFURLONG MINE. BRADWELL. THRSTaY & PR Faary 1990

The owner of 2 aissing cat thought that it could be heard mewing from down 2 small cave or aine entrance that had recently
appeared at the adqe of a track off Granby Road, Bradweil. Twn D.C.R.0. members and tws R.8.P.C.A. inspactors attended. The
rave turned out to he very short, quickly becoming too tight - even for 3 cat. No sign of the animai was found. The party
then had a look down Moarfuriong Mine which was close by, hut aqain, there was no sign of the cat.

211. GIENTS WOLE/NYLOW CAVERM, CASTiETON. Sunday 11 Fehpruary 1990

At approv. 11.30 a well squipped and nenerally well sxperienced party from the Antares Caving Club descended Giants and
yent to E2ct Canal. On the way back out, some of the narty went up Poached Eqq Fassage to look at the heginming of the
Chashsp of Horrors (the connecting passage thraush o Ovlow Cavern). One of the party went through the Fipst duck, and
after shouting back that he was through, he went on. When he had not returned after ten minutec 2 cocond man went through
but found-ne sign of him. He concluded that his coapanion sust alce have entered the second duck, although it appeared fo
be completely susped. The party waited for mors than an hour and then decided to go for help, leaving three of their nusher
in Poached Eqq passage in case the missing map raturned.
D.C.R-0. were alerted 2t 20.05 and by 21.20 the first parties were on their way underqround. One (with the Holefane) went
down O¢low to rig the pitches and then g0 an to see if the missing man was waiting in Oxlow or at the Oxlow end of Che
Chamher of Horrars. The ather went down Giants (covering both routes) to relieve the missing man's companions. At the same
time the diving team ware called out as the information had heen confirmed by his friends that the aissing man had
gffectively dived into 2 "susp” and it was felt (pessimistically) that they and their aquipment might weil he needed. The
Fire Gervice hreathing apparatus tender from Chestarfield later came to the scene and refilled eppty diving hottles in case
they wers to be needed. At 23.10 all cavers were out of fiiants, hut no news had yet heen heard from the Oxlow party due to
difficulties with the Malefane (partly use of the wrang zerial undarqround, partly trying o transsit from an  unsurveyed
location, and partly due to intence wind noise on the surface making hearing difficuitd). Eventmaily ward reached the
enrface by more traditional seans (at 23.13) that the aiscing aap had heen fannd in the Chaaher of Harrops, vepy cold,
rather lost, minus his helmet and with very little light. Reinforcements were sent underqround to man the nitches in Ovinw
and he was Bronght o the surface hy 00.25 on Nonday maening, waraed up and cent off home with his cospanions. In view nf
the nature of the inrident, assistance had been requected from the P.D.M.R.0. to nrovide 2 comaunications link hetween
Aiants, Nvlow, the road and the Molefane <urface paint. Without thass cosmunications, controlling the incident would have
been nigh on impassinle. Heather tonditione durina the aperation ware vepy had with high winds (ect. 3t 100 aph #) and
qriving snaw. Forty-twn D.C.P.0L and siv P.0.4.0.0. waps invalved.

212, MINEGHAFT, CEERROWPTT, Friday 14 Fehruary 1590

§ lgrrv dpiver ctomned nsap Snarrawnit b avercies hic dong and ane of thes dicannsarsd. He cearchad tar iF wikhant curroce

:nd whan ha retupned lzter in the dav tn remew the caarcn he faund 3 ajneshaft he bhought the deg aieht have falien dawn.

L
~
L.

P.0. Twa men  tuened aut k2 invackigate and  uysipn

horrowed teaie thev manzged tn gain zccecs threaugh the chaft rap wherannan the dgo couid he csan. szssingly  nwnharmed, 3t

bho hottra come A0 faat down. Alap Halkep descended and haggea the dag which was then hayisd o tha cunfars,

297, CVES ste. TN STONFV MIDDLETON RALE AFFS. Sargrdav 10 Manrh 1000

fe part af the re-opened tnvectinatjon intn the dicapnearsnce af Michael Roultan (ces incident 200} the aajica requestad 3

re-coarch nf Stoney Middletan Daie, Evam Dale and Curklot Deif hefgre the veqebation ctarced to grow. * party of 11 teza

apmbers cearched 41 rayec, ainoc and shafbts, concentrating an thase Ehat aicht not have heen vizifed Av  cayers since the
day Roulton went micsing in Mav last year. At the came tiee F.0.A.R.0. tsamec ware ceapching the cupface of the caae areas.
Nothing was found. In addition tn careving out an andarqround seapch, D.C.27.0. was also asked ko coaren tha River Darwent
by hnat downctream ac fap ac Chateworth. An elite DLOLR.T. naval divicion of five cannec wag formes and the job was rarrred

aut, 3lthongh, 2nain, anthing was fonnd,

714, HEONE HILL C8VE. WALTRY. SNNTH YNPKSHIRE, Thuredav 5 Aaril {990

Santk Yorkshirs nalice contactad Deravehire Palice aperations ragm for D.C.R.M. ascistanca to investigate a2 cave in Ehe
sagnecian lisestone nutcran in the aiddle of Malthv on the ease of 3 cumermarket carpark. The cteei arid covering the

sntrance had heep resoved and they wanted the cave checking aut hafars having it pesacyrsd, They wers also concarned  that
the cave a1ght be heing used for qlue sniffing, and also that three micsina lads might be i there, pnecibly nsimg it as a2
Nidoant, & D.0.R.0. cantrallar apd 2 ronnle of atheps 3ttendsd and carrted out 3 coaplete cearch of the cave hefare
tompararriv cocuring the entrange qnid.



215. GIENTS HOLE, CASTLETON. Sunday 29 Rani 1990

At about 11.30 ane of 3 party of caven cavers doescended Garlands Pot ucing a Petzl "Stan” device. He micjudged his descent,
landed heavily and broke his left leq and dislocated his left ankle. Hic companions, aided by other cavers, qot his hack up
the pitch, but he was in considerabie pain and could not he moved further without additional help and equipment.

D.C.R.0. were contacted at 12.25 and the firet members of Central team reached the scene at about 13.20. The casualty was
axamined, given Teagesic (pain killer) and had his leq put in an inflatahle splint. He was installed in the Sked stretcher
and made as comfortahle ac peccible for the igurney out during which he was able to celf administer Entepox 0as to  help
relieye the nain further. This proved very successful although hoth D.C.R.0. hottlec aius ane hrought in froa the ambulaiice
on the surface were ail wced up in the caventy ainutes it took to rearh the antrance. Tha evacvation was clow hut steady
and the Sked ance again proved ifself ideal.

216, TUY GPEEN £AVF, STONEY WINDLETOW DALE. Honday 72 May 1990

Bt ahout [5.30 2 narty of cavers from Chesterfinld diccoverad 3 hadly decaved huaan hodv abowt 220 faat into the cave just
heyond 3 very tight squeeze. They reparted their diccovery to the Police and at 17.00 D.C.R.0. were contacted and asked to
bring the hady out. Initially 3 doctar and tun athere entered the cave and went to the scene while 3 secand party laid 2
nhone iina. The crens wac then deccribed to detactivee nutside, photngranhe were taken and  the area neap the hody was
searched for any syidence ar clues 3s to what aicht have hannaned. Whan thic wac dons the hadv was placed in 2 cacwalty hag
far transaort tn the curface and further teaa sembers went in to help. At 22.00 the bedy reached the cave entrance znd was
lowersed down the cliff face.

Mot unexpectedly. the hody was identified as that of Michael Boulton, the 16 year old bay who had qone wicsing from Evas on
7 May 1929, 0.C.R.0. had baer invalved in the cearchac that had Followed hic disappearsnce (reperts 200 2 213). During the
firct caapch in 1999 thare had heen pa evidencs that Mirhael aight have qome raving and the ceapch effort concentrated an
sparching shafts and antrancas aniyv ac far 35 2 nan caver might have fallen ar hsen dragaed for concealosnt. Even o, thic
sffort absorhed over 250 man houre zpd invalved the investigatien of avee 300 lpcations! The coacond re-geapch in 1990
inyplved detajled caarchae nf 2]l caves and ainec in Stonev Middletan Dale ekr. that aiaht have attracted Fhe intersst af 2
ruprione and adventnrawe yonth with jittls or nn eanipment. Forty csvee and minec were fully coarched, but it w3s nnt
thouaht nececcary to vizit thase rayes that world have been vicited hy caverc in the vear since Michael disapneared.
Tollgwing thiz critariz vy Sreen D3ve wag anr cearchad, and even with the henafil of hindeight if cbI1) zecac
inconceivahle Fhat it was to he 3 veap hefars ~3verc went far enauah ko dicrover Michael’e remains.

T17. TYY GREEN CRUF, STONEY MIDDLETAN DALE. Eni, t % Thupe, 7 Iuna 1950

't tho raquest af the nojice inyeericabing the rircuastancee af Michasl Rayltan’e death, 0.C.E.0. ware asked to carrv ant 2
sapard 3and curvev. The undepgraind wark far ¥o1s wac rapeisd ant by caai] taaag dyping twn eyeping Erins hut nothing af apy
‘elavanre wac foynd, Comewhat surnrisingly, o cran of Hichaelle light wac “qund, and it is most unlikely he wawid have

hays lagk Nie light nearer tp the

sane f3p intn Fhe eave withaat ane. TE i quits anssihls, of cowrce, that he aignt
snepsnee and that i+ had suhcoanantlv hpon remnyed hy cayepe wha did not 1a fap enouabh intp the rave tn alen find hig hadv.

Tts camaner. 3t an {nanest an 3 Maveshep 1990 -orapded 3 verdict af 3cridaneal death.

29, MINCCUART EIOOM HILL, 2FRY FRPERT. Hondav 7 Tply 1900

i zhagt 19,00 D.0.0.00. were invitad tn renpw -Saip acaeaintance with Miio and Liz leanmaire?z sna whichk had, vet  again,
inded nn dnwn 3 2inpehaft! Mamhare say reral! -tzt thav had acauired the tan after ¥ had heon cezrued Fram fidan Hela  in
Cantampar 1935 and that aftar 3 counle nf dave r thair rape iF had theown obgolf down 2 ainseraft  and  had Sad kp he

reerned 3021p. during its new asecane atteant ©° sanaged to stav hidden S FE. down 2 chafk gn oz very unctahis Mlarbage af
snnhich far ton dave until i* wac loraked. The shaft ton was hlacksd hy rubhich hut 3ftap a wav h3d hoen cloarad and  made
t3f2, nno team member decrended znd hagqed *he ana whirh was then hawied nack tp the curface.

219, VNATINW CAVEPN, HNNYAGH, Cabupdav d Ayanst 1990

A party of three cavers dacconded the riiabing shaft rawte using a mivturs of ladder zpd cipaie ~one  techniguas. Twe of

thes descended the Baterfall Pitch but ame was unahle to clish hack up, sven with the holn of hic ramnanionse DoC.R.0 wees

;ﬂntatt!d at about 18.00 and a team attended znd remaved the 1id on the Watertzll Ghatt (210 f+.). The hipod was rigaed and
‘one team meaher descended with 3 haprnece and *Se Malafone. The svhaysted caver Was put intn the hapness and hgul!d-dun )
the sorface, sesmingiy o : :
’:’:iit!h!h— . -

one the woree for his avnerience. A smail team aiso descandaqd the climbing chaft route to deria the




720. LATHKILL HEAD CAVE, MONYASH. Monday 17 Senteaber 1990

Atcshout 11.30 on Sunday 16 Septesber two well equipped and experienced cavers entered the cave and aads their way to
Puitrell’s Chamber and then beyand inte Tiger Passage. On their way back they missed the way, became disorientated and gqot
lost. They tried to find the way out for some hours, and when their lights heqan to fail thay made themselves romfortabls
and settled down to wait. Fortunately they had space blankets and a stock of Mars hars. They were not micsed yntil Monday
parning and the alara was raised anly when theip transnort was locatsd still parked at the head of Lathkill Dale.

D-C.R.0. were called zhout 10.15 and whilst it was reasamahly rertain that the missing aen had qone inte Lathkill Head,
partiss wars sent to check out other passihle caves as well. Concern was expsssed that thev aight have had an accident in
the loese houlders 2t the end of Tiger I and with heavy rain forecast, it was important to find where thev were and
gffact their reccus as soon as passible. Throe man went inta Lathkill Haad kg qn to Tiger IIT and renart hack by HMolefane
and it was with come relief that thev found the missing men safe and weil in Puttrell’c Fhamher. After additiona] lighting
had hesn cent in for them they were ahle to make their own wav hack ta ths cyrface where thay emarqed at 13.45.

221, WINECHAFT, MACCTN WILL, MATLOPY. Wadnzedzy 26 Ssatemhep 1991

On Tuecday 29 Sentemher 2 yaung cow Fell down 2 25 Fest doep chaft when the ground at the edqe of the shaft adge qave way.
Tt wag injured hut ctill alive and the farmer requested Fire Gepvirs assictance. The Fire Seryice attspded, but
unfartynately, they wers unsuccecsfnl in trying to make cafe 3 larae hanldap at the surfars and it fell dawn the chaft
partially hlocking it about ter feet down. They cubcaquentiy shandoned their atteapt to reach the heast. The foliowing day
the farmer, via the Police, reaussted D.0.R.0. ascictance 3¢ he was concerned that tha anima) might <till he alive and in
dietroce. Three team memberc attended and on invectigating the fallen houlder they found it was securely wedged and conld

not mave ar fail further. The chaft was rigoed and one meaher dacconded, cqueazing past the bonider. We rsached the apimal

22. P.§ IRCKPOT, CASTLETONM. Monday 17 Nacomhar 1990

A party of ane sypepienced caver and twe nevirec an their firck tripe went down the cave at about 19.00. They went iust
hevand the Sacond Pitch when one of the tuo novices wishad to qo aut ac he was c¢nld and tired. AIl went weil until the
Fi;st Pitch «hare the hy now exhansted ean waz quite wpable bo cliab the nitch (wnich wac laddersd and 1ifslined). Thev
rerigaed the pitch aut of the watsrfall hut ha wac #3011 unahje tn aet wp 2nd cn one of the rarty went to the curfare for
hag neariy zvhaucted their linhtc hy the time *the team roarhed thoa hut thoy wers Srought 0 the surface hy 00,45 withaot
Treat 4i*?iculty - 1 fainly chandard P.R Fipet Fitrh poccua,

Thig =zz *ha firct incidept at whirh the new nolice izsue radigs were weed for curfaca rrsmupication and tyened ant  *a  he

the firct incident 3t 2.9 whore supface rosmunications wopked “ram Bhe road kn the cavs antranca!

* ok k k ok ok ok k ok k ok k ok kR

*
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L [O e
INSTANT WORLDWIDE TRANSLATION SYSTEM! =
* FOR SALE: 2nd hand (but
In order to avoid any linguistic difficulties as * still good) "F CELLS"
£ . *
experienced by some people on the French trip, here is N l(:;ze i:ﬁfel;‘ewséz:;:;
a handy cut-out-and-keep difinitive guide to the languages % at £1:50 each (£11:30
of the world. * new) Lionel
.......................................... *
enaLISH * NEW GREEN ONE-PIECE
Hello Goodbye Please Thank you Yes No My friend will pay * SUITS for sale. All
nage o T e e e wi SIS e G B R i Sl P el gl IR EDS B s T St v R Tty gl v bR e * sizes, small -+ X large,
ARABIC * £13.50. You to can
Salsam Aleikum  Saeeda Mantadisk  Shoskran St b N * look like Kermit the
......................................................... * '
ARAMAIC . S — 4 frog! Ljionel
f Ceti lie  Shenor hegalyem eeyo are gamus beedee
_—- Maoskparot  Cosguelie Shenorhegayem Aseyo Voo Par s besdesvors (i -y 3. I I
AUSTRIAN ) # DRUGS!  BOOZE!** Now
Gruiss Gott Veedershowen Bittschoin  Dankeshoin Yo Na  Myfrenddozent * I've got your
BUI.GARIAN """"" PR * attention, check your
Da Ne Moyat preeste plashta * nmname, adress and phone
el o o il SacoisiniipOE 3 SIS F Bs s op * smose® 1P i
HUNGARIAN * Newsletter and if it is
Yo Vissont-latashra  Kerem Kossonom (Koissoin-oim) Eegen  Nem Baratom Ioghmmu ........ * wrong LET ME KNOW
P e e e e m B e e e S S came WTRTE AT B S THRET £ A aba B R * befg:g next month!
KOREAN * This will save me
T hai
Ammwummm o . xmnmmmm ....... M e A"vo ..... 3 m mwl ..... * having to put up with
MAI.AYAN : * all the usua} wingeing
Selamat Selamat jalan Toolong Tery-Makasey Ya Teedak  Saya punya kovan bayah * and bellyaching after
............................................................................................... & Trvw. Sasien: che me gt
THAI ) *
e §  Dwmmwre Gy omom B4 ter My Seepiies | e
....................................... * ANYRODY p— ay
* wellies? “Mark
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WEIL'S DISEASE

The nctional rat population is increasing and
betweers50% and 60% of rats carry and excrete
the organism Leptospira ictero-haemorrhagiae
in thair urine. Infection of humans with this
organism causes an illness (commonly called
Weil's disease) which has been known to result
in death in 10% of cases.

There has been a recent increase in the incidence
of this disease: 32 cases were notified in 1986,
68 cases in 1987 and 133 cases in 1988.

Formerly the disease occurred mainly among
sewage or abbatoir workers, farm workers and
miners but recent records show that the majority
of deaths are now related to water activities. in
1989 there were 19 deaths and 13 of these were
associated with water users.

“Water users” of course includes cavers and,
although there have been no deaths of cavers
attributable to this disease recently, there have
been a number of cases of cavers becoming
infected, some of whom became very ill.

ABOUT THE ILLNESS

The organism enters the body through breaks in
the skin such as cuts, blisters and abrasions, or
via the lining of the nose, throat or alimentary
tract.

The incubation period is 7 - 13 days and the
disease starts with a fever, muscular aches and
pains, loss of appetite and vomiting with
prostration. Subsequent bruising of the skin,
sore eyes, nose bleeds and jaundice may occur.

The fever lasts about five days and may be
followed by significant deterioration.

It is vital that the doctor be told that the patient
may have been in contact with a source of
infection. The symptoms can easily be mistaken
for those of flu and, if the patient has a clean
occupation, the possibility of Weil's disease
may be overlooked in the early stages.

Laboratory testing of blood will confirm the
diagnosis but this may take undue time in an
ordinary hospital lab. If Weil's disease is
suspected the samples should be sent direct
to:

The Leptospirosis Reference Unit,

Public Health Laboratory,

County Hospital,

HEREFORD

HR1 2ER

Tel: 0432 277707

where they will be tested within 24 hours.
Treatment is usually by Penicillin Antibiotic.

RATS AND THE ILLNESS

Rats commonly live near water and in areas
where there are sources of food such as animal
feed, grain, or food residues from human
habitation or other animals: farms, stables,
high density animal husbandry units, around
canteens in such places as quarries and along
river and canail banks.

The leptospira organism is passed in the rats'
urine and, while it does not live long in dry
conditions, can survive some time in water.

Salt water soon kills off the organism but there
is a significant risk in tidal waters such as the
lower parts of the Wye in the Forestof Dean and
otherrivers. Theriskincreases upstream andis
greatest in canals, ponds or areas of slowly
draining water; thus there is a significant risk in
caves carrying drainage from farm land, stables
or quarries.

PREVENTION

Cavers on Mendip and in the Stoney Middleton
area are known to have contracted the diseasa.
Others have suffered amild dose which was not
diagnosed at the time, but which has been
detected in subsequent blood tests.

Any skin wound or blister, old or new, may be
infected if immersed in water polluted by the
organism. By the nature of their sport it is
difficult for cavers to avoid cuts and abrasions
on their hands, particularly when “digging.”
Wearing gloves probably provides the most
effective protection since waterproof surgical
plasters on their own are unlikely to stay in
place. Clean, fresh water should be used to
wash wounds as soon as possible.

BE AWARE

The diseaseis curable if recognisedin time, but
many doctors in urban areas will never have
encountaered it. If you have any reason to sus-
pectthatyou may have beeninfected, you may
need to draw your doctor's attention to the
possibility that the symptoms could be Weil's
Disease.

THE SYMPTOMS

The incubation period is 7-13 days.

Early Symptoms are:

Fever
Muscular aches and pains
Loss of appelite
Vomiting with prostration

| ~tnp symptoins may inclirde:

Bruising of the skin
Sore eyes
Nose bleeds
Jaundice

The fever lasts for about five days, and may
be followed by significant deterioration.

Trsting tor the disense

If Weil's Disease is suspecled, the
samples should be sent direct to:

The Leplospirosis Reference Unit
Public Health Laboratory
County Hospital
Hereford
HR1 2ER

Tel: 0432 277707

CAVER TRAINING

Expedition Planning (Saturday only)

There is to be a DCA/NCA Caver Training Workshop organised

Whitehall Centre,
include:

Ladder & Lifeline
SRT

SRT Rescue

Cave Leadership

for the weekend of 12th & 13th October 1991 at the
Long Hill, Buxton.

Cave Photography (Sunday only)

Topics offered

Technical Sessions are run by Nigel Atkins, Dave Baines,
Nigel Ball and Paul Ramsden. Each session costs fl0 per
day (£8 to BCRA members or members of member clubs).

To register for a course, send a check payable to
Derbyshire Caving Association plus a SAE to Nigel Atkins,
DCA Training Officer, 51 Darklands Rd, Swadlincote, S
Derbs DE1l OPG (Tel: 0283 216507).




